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SOUTH HARROW BAPTIST CHURCH 
270 Northolt Road 

South Harrow 
Middlesex. HA2 8EB 

 

Web site address:  www.southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 
E-mail address:  contact@southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 

 

THIS CHURCH is in membership with the Baptist Union 

of Great Britain, also with the London Baptist Association.   

 

THE SUNDAY SERVICES are at 10.45 a.m. and 6.00 p.m.  

Junior Church meets at 10.40 a.m. each Sunday, joining 
the church worship for the first part of the service.   

Holy Communion is incorporated into the first 
Sunday evening service and the third Sunday 
morning service of each month 

THE MINISTER IS:- Rev. Brian Bishop 
85 Park Lane  
South Harrow  
HA2 8NN  

Telephone: (020) 8141 6840 

E-mail:brianbishop686@gmail.com 
 

The Church is here to serve the community 
and the Minister will be glad to visit in cases 
of illness or other troubles, and will arrange 
for home communion services on request.   
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As we all know we live in a society dominated by communication that calls 
for our attention day and night.  24/7 media is now the norm with the ability to 
receive information and entertainment at home and on the move. Those of 
us who use the internet to Facebook, blog, or tweet are perhaps more aware 
of these changes that are now part of the digital age. 

 

 Easter is a time for us as Christians and the Church to communicate the 
message of Jesus on the cross as part of “good news to all people”. In the 
same way that the communication of the world is continually transmitted to 
us, the message and symbol of the cross is our constant communication to 
the world around us in words and actions.  It is through the cross that God 
communicates his love for us.  Through this act, God our Father tells each 
person that the power of sin, evil and death has been destroyed and that by 
accepting Jesus Christ into their lives everyone can have a new start, a new 
life, with Jesus at the centre.  The empty cross reminds us that Jesus is alive 
and His resurrection gives us assurance of eternal life.  
 

This is what the Apostle Paul reminds us in his letter to the Colossian church.  

When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, 
God made you

 
alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having cancelled 

the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and  
condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross.

 
And having  

disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, 
triumphing over them by the cross. 
Colossians 2:13-15 
 

The gospel of Jesus and of the cross is our message to the world through 
our lives and witness to the community we serve 24/7. 

 

Rev Brian Bishop 
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NEWS OF THE FELLOWSHIP 

Susan Lawrence 

 

We, Jean, John, Stephen Lawrence and Roshan Chakravorty, wish to 

thank most sincerely, everyone who came to Susan's funeral service. 

Several friends made a long journey to be there and without  

exception, all said how welcomed they felt and 'would not have 

missed it for anything'. 

 

So a huge 'thank you' to Susan's church fellowship friends for being 

themselves, and also for making those visiting the church for the first 

time so very welcome. Many of you worked tirelessly in the days  

before the funeral, preparing everything down to the smallest detail. 

An extra thank you has to go to your caretaker who must have had a 

very busy day, and especially for providing a reserved parking space 

for a relative who is not able to walk any distance. 

 

Many commented on the beautiful flower arrangements in the church 

and also on the table in the vestibule. Thank you to those who so  

lovingly prepared them. The flowers in the vestibule were given to the 

couple who travelled by train from Felixstowe and they were  

overwhelmed by your generosity and kindness. 

 

The printed Order of Service of Thanksgiving was very tastefully  

designed and presented. We appreciate the thoughtfulness, which is 

apparent, when preparing these booklets. 

 

The refreshments were very much appreciated. Many ladies must 

have given a lot of time and energy in the days prior to the 17th  

planning and preparing, and after the service were on their feet  

non-stop until well after we had gone. We are very grateful and 

thanks to everyone who helped in any way to provide a lovely spread. 

Many of us took the opportunity to renew friendships, and remember 

our younger days at SHBC. 
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Many of you visited Susan when she was housebound. She valued 

your company and friendship, and your visits gave her hope and a 

feeling of still belonging to her 'fellowship'. She appreciated and 

looked forward to being taken to a church service on many occasions 

and was very thankful for the lifts to clinic appointments.  

 

Communication became increasingly difficult, which she accepted 

with her usual calmness and patience. Her last ten months must have 

been very perplexing for her, but her unyielding faith in God, who she 

knew was caring for her as he had been all her life, gave her  

calmness and peace. She accepted every situation with exceptional 

stoicism, never complaining or asking for anything. 

 

Our sincere thank you for the visits several of you made to the  

hospital, care centre and nursing home. During these times I met a 

few of her friends when our visits to see Susan coincided. Her smile 

told us that she recognised us, and understood what we were talking 

about. Respect for Susan was very evident throughout the tributes 

offered during the service, vocal and musical. Thank you to everyone 

who honoured her with your tribute. 

 

We offer our deepest heartfelt appreciation to Rev. Susan Millar for 

leading the Service of Thanksgiving for Susan at the church, and also 

at the Crematorium. 

 

Our gratitude and heartfelt thank you to Rev. Brian Bishop for  

overseeing all arrangements at the church and premises, for his 

'listening ear', and keeping close contact with us. 

 

Again, thank you to everyone. God Bless you all. 

 

Jean Lawrence ( Susan’s Sister-in-law ) 
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                    ORGAN NOTES;    REBUILDS AND ‘TRANSPLANTS’ 

 

Brand-new pipe organs are being built around the world, but 
they are very expensive.   An organ should work for several 
decades with only routine tuning and minor repairs, but eventu-
ally, major work will be needed, including  cleaning, which can 
only be carried out after dismantling.  Many parts are delicate 
and easily damaged, so the labour-intensive operations must be 
entrusted to professional organ builders  (although  competent 
‘amateurs’ may help, under supervision).  
 

 Ten years ago, full refurbishment of our 1949 ‘Compton’ by or-
gan builder Keith Bance included the replacement of the electro-
mechanical action with modern ‘solid state’ (i.e. transistorised), 
and fitting PVC-insulated wiring. We removed bucketfuls of 
grime from the chamber,  but most of Compton’s craftsmanship 
was in excellent condition.  More pipes and stops were added, 
enhancing Compton’s original scheme. The organ has subse-
quently been much more reliable, thereby reducing mainte-
nance costs, and of course, it sounds superb. 
 
A ‘full rebuild’ often means hand-making new parts to replace 
ones damaged by dry rot and corrosion, or severely worn,  
including complete ‘windchests’ on which the pipes stand. Pipes 
may be re-voiced‘, and more added to improve or update the 
tonal scheme. The whole organ may be moved to a more suit-
able position in the building, with a new  console. Today, the lat-
ter can be on a mobile plinth, bringing the organist out of  his/
her  remote gallery and alongside other musicians.  
 

Imagine church A wants to dispose of its organ. (Its use may 
have declined, or repair costs have become prohibitive.) Mean-
while, church B (which may be in the next town, or overseas) 
wishes to replace its inadequate, life-expired organ, which is not 
worth rebuilding, but cannot afford a new one 
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It can be a long process, involving discussions between organ 
advisors and builders, church representatives, architects and 
others, but eventually it may be decided that A’s organ, rebuilt 
(and considerably cheaper than a ’new build’) would be ideal for 
B.  The organ builder might even be able to incorporate a few 
pipes from B’s old organ, thereby helping to honour the memory 
of those who originally obtained it. 
 

There are many redundant sets of pipes in storage, carefully 
documented. Happily, some of these will sound, or as we say, 
‘speak’, again one day, in a new or ‘transplanted’ or-
gan,  leading worship far from their original abode. 
 
 

                                                                    DAVID J. STEWARD (Organist) 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

UPDATE ON ‘THANK YOU’ MESSAGE FROM BMS 

Thanks to Mrs Auguste Steeman for the donation of stamps and 

phone cards she recently sent to the Stamp Bureau on behalf of 

South Harrow Baptist Church.  It is particularly appreciated 

when stamps are received already trimmed and sorted.  This 

saves a lot of work.  The sum raised so far for this financial year 

is £3,000 

Richard Pearson, BMS Stamp Bureau 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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TRIBUTE TO RON COOCH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We were saddened to hear of the death of Ron on 5th March.  
Ron was a longstanding member of SHBC where for many 
years he  served as a Deacon.    Prior to his ill health, he was 
the Assistant Treasurer of the Church with special responsibility 
for  weekly offerings which were made under the covenant 
scheme.   During the year when Paul Luckham, our Church 
Treasurer, was in Australia,  Ron acted in the capacity of  
Treasurer as well as continuing with his special ‘covenant’  
responsibilities 
He had an extensive Administrative knowledge which was offset 
against a dry sense of humour.    I got to know him well when he 
assisted me in the production of the, then bi-monthly, church 
magazine.  
Ron will be very much missed by all who knew him and we offer 
our sincere condolences to Joyce, Susan, Hazel and their  
families. 

  
                                                                              Frank Phillips  
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This month please pray for all our church family and 

wider family who are ill, housebound or experiencing the pain of 

bereavement or personal loss. 

 

Pray for Belgium and all those caught up in conflict in other 

parts of our world. 

 

Pray for Hilda Fletcher on her birthday (7th April) 

Our Queen on her birthday (21st April) 

Pray for Laura Chamberlain on her birthday (26th April) 

Pray for George Lloyd on his birthday (27th April) 

 

Pray for Derek Page, the Minister of Ruislip Baptist Church and 

his congregation. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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Sunday Services for April 

 

3th      10.45am  1 Corinthians 15:1-11 Resurrection Evidence (Bible page 1155) 

               Church Meeting AGM—Everyone welcome 

                                No Evening Service  

10th   10.45am      All-age service  

          6.00pm       Songs of Praise  

Communion 

 

17th  10.45am      1 Corinthians 15: 12-34 (Bible pages 1155-1156) 

        Communion 

       6.00pm       Songs of Praise  

 

28th  10.45am     Men’s service – add to your faith 2 Peter 1:1-11 (Bible page 1222) 

                               Church Members Meeting  

     6.00pm            No Evening Service  

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

BMS BIRTHDAY SCHEME    

APRIL 

 

Hilda Fletcher                      7th         

Laura Chamberlain             26th 

George Lloyd                      27th 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR APRIL 

 
 

Friday   01 8 00 pm Fellowship Group at Neva’s Home 

Saturday   02       8 00 am Prayer Breakfast 

Sunday  03       10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev  Brian Bishop 

              12 30 pm Annual General Church Meeting 

     NO EVENING SERVICE 

Wednesday  06 8 00 pm Worship on Wednesday 

Thursday  07 2 30 pm Women’s Circle 

    8 00 pm Fellowship Group 

Sunday  10       10 45 am All age Worship  led by Paul Luckham and  

      Junior Church  

    6 00 pm Songs of Praise led by Brenda Cripps  

Wednesday  13        2 30 pm Knitting & Sewing 

    8 00 pm Prayer Group 

Friday    15 8 00 pm Fellowship Group at Neva’s Home 

Saturday  16 6 00 pm  Youth Fellowship 

Sunday   17       10 45 am Morning and Communion led by Bernice  

      Phillips and Neva Gordon 

                 6 00 pm Evening Service led by David Steward 

Wednesday   20  8 00 pm Worship on Wednesday 

Thursday  21  2 30 pm Women’s Circle    

     8 00 pm Fellowship Group     

Saturday   23  6 00 pm Youth Fellowship     

Sunday  24 10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

    12 30 pm  Church Members’ Meeting 

     NO EVENING SERVICE 

Wednesday   27 10 00 am Fellowship Group 

Saturday  30  6 00 pm Youth Fellowship 

 

ADVANCED NOTICE   3 April  12.30pm         Annual General Church Meeting  

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

Monday          5.00pm—6.15pm      Beavers 

                       6.30pm—8.00pm      Cub Scouts 

                       8.00pm—9.30pm      Scouts 

Tuesday        10.00am –11.30am    Under 1s 

                        1.30pm—3.00pm     South Harrow Toddlers 

Wednesday                     2.30pm     Knitting & Sewing Group 

(2nd Wednesday of each month) 

Thursday                         2.30pm     Women’s Circle 

(1st and 3rd weeks of the month) 

Friday              10.30am-11.45am    Coffee Morning 

Saturday                         6.00pm      Youth Fellowship 

Sunday                         10.45am      Junior Church 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

COMMUNION OFFERING 

   April        BMS 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Copy for the May 2016 issue of ‘The Messenger should be  
given to Frank Phillips (41 Hillside Crescent, Harrow HA2 0QU 
Tel: 020 8422 9487) or preferably e-mail your item to  
 

frankphillips@talktalk.net  by April 10th at the latest 

please 
 

THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT, OMIT PARTS 

OR AMEND ITEMS SUBMITTED FOR INCLUSION IN 

THIS MAGAZINE 


