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SOUTH HARROW BAPTIST CHURCH 
270 Northolt Road 

South Harrow 
Middlesex. HA2 8EB 

 
Web site address:  www.southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 
E-mail address:  contact@southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 

 
THIS CHURCH is in membership with the Baptist Union 

of Great Britain, also with the London Baptist Association.   

 

THE SUNDAY SERVICES are at 10.45 a.m. and 6.00 p.m.  

Junior Church meets at 10.40 a.m. each Sunday, joining 
the church worship for the first part of the service.   

Holy Communion is incorporated into the first 
Sunday evening service and the third Sunday 
morning service of each month 

THE MINISTER IS:- Rev. Brian Bishop 
85 Park Lane  
South Harrow  
HA2 8NN  

Telephone: (020) 8141 6840 

E-mail:brianbishop686@gmail.com 
 

The Church is here to serve the community 
and the Minister will be glad to visit in cases 
of illness or other troubles, and will arrange 
for home communion services on request.   
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As we all know we live in a society dominated by communication that calls for our 
attention day and night.  24/7 media is now the norm with the ability to receive 
information and entertainment at home and on the move. Those of us who use the 
internet to Facebook, blog, Tweet or Instagram are perhaps more aware of these 
changes that are now part of the digital age. 

  Easter is a time for us as Christians and the Church to communicate the message 
of Jesus on the cross as part of “good news to all people”. In the same way that the 
communication of the world is continually transmitted to us, the message and sym-
bol of the cross is our constant communication to the world around us in words and 
actions.  It is through the cross that God communicates his love for us.  Through this 
act, God our Father tells each person that the power of sin, evil and death has been 
destroyed and that by accepting Jesus Christ into their lives everyone can have a 
new start, a new life, with Jesus at the centre.  The empty cross reminds us that 
Jesus is alive and His resurrection gives us assurance of eternal life.  

This is what the Apostle Paul reminds us in his letter to the Corinthian Church 
(Chapter 15:1-9) 

 Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, 

which you received and on which you have taken your stand.  By this gospel, you are 

saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed 
in vain. For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on 
the third day as per the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, (Peter)and then 
to the Twelve.  After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers 
and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen 
asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he ap-
peared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 

The resurrection is the central hope of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the message 
of salvation.  We are called to live it, speak it, and show it as part of our experience 
of Christ. 

 

Rev Brian Bishop 
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NEWS OF THE FELLOWSHIP 

Grace Sims 
 

We were shocked to hear of the death of Grace on 26th February.  
Grace had celebrated her 95th birthday on 12th January and whilst 
her mobility had severely decreased, many of us had thought she 
would see more birthdays.  Grace would often say to me “it’s those 
who are left who suffer.”  Yes, we are sad, because we miss her, 
and we all miss her in different ways and for different reasons.  But 
I know she wouldn’t want us to ‘suffer’ but to be thankful for the 
life she had.  Jesus said, “I have come that they may have life, and 
have it to the full.”  John 10: 10. 
 
Grace Edith Louisa Weaver was born in 1922 in West Ham and went 
to school in Plaistow and in Forest Gate.  She lived next door to the 
Sunday School buildings of West Ham Central Mission and went 
along from an early age and later joined the Girls Life Brigade. 
Grace left school when she was 16 and went to work in an office in 
Stratford for a brush company.  The firm later moved to Romford 
where she met her good friend Vi. Together they went to events in 
each other’s churches. Until a few years ago they would meet up at 
the Daffodil Day service in the Methodist Central Hall. 
 
Grace met Sam Sims at a homecoming party given in Benfleet when 
Sam was demobbed from the Service Corps in 1945.  They married 
in August 1946 and Sam found a job with Abbey Timber in Harrow.  
Grace joined Sam to work in the office there where they stayed un-
til they retired in 1983.  They moved to Park Lane in South Harrow 
in 1957 to be closer to their place of work, a move, Grace said, 
they never regretted, meeting such lovely people when they joined 
SHBC. They were welcomed into membership at a Communion Ser-
vice on 4th October 1959. 
 
They were regular worshippers at Sunday services and also joined 
The Monday Fellowship, which later became The Tuesday Meeting 
Point.  They entered fully into all activities, long country rambles, 
putting in West Harrow Park, social and devotional evenings, as 
well as taking part in many plays and shows that the group put on. 
after evening services. They cared for Grace’s elderly parents who 
had come to live with them and later welcomed Grace’s aunt into 
their home.  They also opened their home (and in the summer,  
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their beautiful garden) to neighbours for coffee mornings and after-
noon tea and hosted many church group committee meetings.  When 
Sam passed away in May 1994 Grace’s faith and her church family 
helped to sustain her.  She was a very valued member of the Knitting 
and Sewing Group, served at the Evergreen Club and Friday Morning 
Coffee Mornings.  She was famous for her bread pudding and apple 
pies.  She went on all the Senior Citizen  holidays which the church 
ran for a few years and was great fun as she took part in everything 
from paddling in the sea to party night!  As her health started to dete-
riorate she was so pleased that many of her church friends gave her 
lifts to church and to weekday activities.  She was so blessed to have 
many visitors when she could no longer get out. 
 
Although Sam and Grace had no children of their own, they were a 
special aunty and uncle to Sam’s nieces and nephews and a great aunt 
and uncle to their children. Grace was also a ‘second Mum’ to Rose-
mary and honorary Grandmother to her twins, Jonathan and Matthew.  
It is hard to imagine our family without her, yet we have been blessed 
that she was such a big part of our lives, supporting us and helping us 
in so many ways, we could not list them all.   
 
Following her fractured hip last summer Grace had been ‘trying out’ a 
local care home.  Until her last week she had continued to knit, play 
Scrabble, do crosswords and, of course, chat on the phone.  When she 
went into hospital on 20th February she went downhill very rapidly.  
She showed no fear of death; she knew her physical body was giving 
up and longed to be free.  Grace had a long life, a full life, devoted to 
her Lord and church  
family.   

 

“I have come that they may have 

life, and have it to the full.”  John 

10: 10 

Rosemary Taylor-Mew 
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A tribute to “Our Amazing Grace” 

Grace, with her husband Sam, moved into this area from 

West Ham in the late 1950s.  She soon became involved in 

church life, serving as a steward on the team preparing the 

Communion and in catering.  She also served on the Friday 

coffee morning rota. 

 

Soon after retiring, the Knitting and Sewing Group started, 

with Grace as one of the founder members.  Grace pro-

vided copious amounts of knitted items (of a very high 

standard) – her speciality was Easter Bunnies and Chicks.  

These she displayed on her coffee table at home for that all 

her carers, friends, and visitors to see.   This included her 

friendly milkman, Alan, who would leave notes for orders 

in the milk crate (i.e. 2 Bunnies, 4 Chicks please – will col-

lect and pay on Saturday). 

 

Throughout her later years it was always good to visit 

Grace, whether at home or at David House.  She was such 

a special person, we all loved her.  We will miss her but 

have many happy memories – and we have the assurance 

she is with the Lord whom she served while here on earth. 

 

God bless you Grace xx 

Brenda Small 
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TRIBUTE TO GRACE  SIMS. 

 

Grace was involved in many things in the church over the years. 

But it was at Tuesday Meeting Point that I first got to know her. 

Once a fortnight she would invite me to join her and Peggy Hanney 

at her house for an evening.  We would watch TV, play games, or 

more often than not, just sit and talk. From this, I started doing odd 

jobs for her. Then when Dave Marling moved to Devon. I started 

doing her garden each week. 

   Grace was proud of being from the east end of London. & every 

Monday when I called around to do her garden. the first thing she 

would always ask was “ how did West Ham do”.  More often than 

not, I would just start laughing and Grace knew the answer.  Quite 

often Beatrice, her cleaner (who supported Chelsea) would get in 

on the act. 

Despite being in & out of the hospital and the care home for the last 

year of her life. Grace never lost her sense of humour. When I vis-

ited her in early February. She said to me “ I do hope you are not 

thinking of  buying roses for someone for valentines day”. When I 

replied I might be.  Grace patted her hand on my leg and said 

“there’s more chance of Elvis being found alive on the moon, than 

there is of you having any success”. 

Grace was made from the old school mould. A generation of church 

people who have lived through a time of war and real hardship. A 

generation that is getting smaller with each passing year. But a gen-
eration that we who have followed, will always look up to, admire 
and respect. 

 

You have done your duty Grace. & it’s now time to stand down 
and spend time with your Sam. 

                           Until we meet again, I love you. 

  Gary. 
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                                  MY (SLIGHT) ‘ST. DAVID’S CONNECTION’ 

 

No, I’m not changing trains at Exeter, but there is a ‘rail link’. ‘Auntie’ Nell and 
‘uncle’ Jack, as I called them, were older than my parents, who had known 
them before I was born. They were a lovely Christian couple who originally 
came from South Wales, and lived, with their cat, in Weymouth (where their 
first TV aerial had to point towards the Wenvoe transmitter near Cardiff). Like 
Exeter, the pleasant resort was a meeting-place of 2 rivals, the ‘Great Western’ 
and the ‘London & South Western’ (later ‘Southern’, now effectively ‘South 
West Trains’), and had a large Depot. My grandfather had worked for the 
LSWR/SR, so my father was interested in railways. The GWR was Jack’s life, 
mainly cleaning and polishing steam locomotives, which were swivelled on a 
turntable like giant ornaments. Once, he arranged for my father to drive a ‘light’ 
engine (ie. no rolling stock  attached) on a siding at about 4 mph; a great  
privilege and experience. My father imagined he was hauling 12 green 
‘Southern’ carriages on the famous ‘Atlantic Coast Express’ (‘ACE’) at 70-plus!  
 
Their home was a modest ‘semi’. From the back bedroom window was a  
beautiful view of Dorset countryside. The picturesque garden was about 22’ 
wide and at least 250’ long. Flowers, fruits and vegetables thrived in the  
relatively mild climate.  Near the house were a workshop with electricity, and a  
corrugated-iron store. Jack proudly kept both gleaming in the GWR’s 
‘chocolate-and-cream’ livery. 
 

Jack retired, then died suddenly in 1964, ironically whilst they were waiting for 
a train home at Waterloo. I last visited ‘auntie’ Nell in the mid-1980s. She was 
as cheerful as ever, but was clearly struggling. It was sad to see the unkempt 
plants, and flaking carriage paint on the once-immaculate outbuildings. The old 
Depot is doubtless long-gone, but I’m sure ‘uncle’ Jack would appreciate the 
smart grime-free electric and diesel trains which serve Weymouth today. 

 

Jack and Nell had no children. I believe that their hospitality and kindness in-
spired my parents partly to name me (a ‘Harrovian’) after their Patron Saint.   

I certainly love Welsh hymn tunes! 

 

                                                                                         ‘Dajost’ 
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APRIL 2017 

 
This month please pray for  
 

Saturday          1  The family of Grace Sims  

Sunday            2   The Church Members Meeting 

Monday           3   Jean Leacock 

Tuesday           4   Maria Graham 

Wednesday      5   The lets who use our premises 

Thursday          6   Brent Parkins    

Friday              7    Hilda Fletcher on her birthday 

Saturday          8    Pearl Benjamin and her family 

Sunday            9    The church Deacons 

Monday          10   Ann Daymond 

Tuesday          11   Jean Brett 

Wednesday     12   The shops in Northolt Road 

Thursday         13   Dot Baines 

Friday             14   Wedding of John Murefu and Marcelle Lewis 

Saturday         15   Tonight’s quiz evening 

Sunday           16   The Easter services 

Monday          17   A restful bank holiday 

Tuesday          18   David Steward 

Wednesday     19   Linda Lee 

Thursday         20   People with mental illness  

Friday             21    Betty Murdock 

Saturday         22    Dot Bains 

Sunday           23    English people on St Georges Day 

Monday         24     Dave Marling 

Tuesday         25     June Sage 

Wednesday    26     Laura Chamberlain on her birthday 

Thursday        27    David Nichols 

Friday            28     Our Prime Minister and Opposition 

Saturday        29     Joyce Cooch 

Sunday          30     John And Brenda Small 
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         ORGAN NOTES;  A ‘90TH’, AND ‘WHAT ARE COUPLERS?’ 

 

Belated congratulations to Mervyn Brown MBE, Organist of South Harrow 
Methodist Church, who was 90 recently. The family arranged a second  
opportunity for him to play the ‘Henry Willis’ organ in the Royal Albert Hall. 
This has 4 manuals (keyboards) and 9,999 pipes, and can produce a volume 
similar to that of an airliner taking off, so Mervyn will certainly have been 
able to make a joyful noise - with the emphasis on ‘joyful’!  We send God’s 
blessings to him and Daisy. 
 

 On a 2-manual organ like ours, there is usually a means of making the 
stops of Manual 2 (top) playable on Manual 1 (bottom) (but not vice-versâ); a 
‘coupler’. There are also couplers to transfer manual stops to the pedals. 
Couplers resemble other stops, but often have dedicated thumb- and toe-
pistons (see previous ‘Notes’) to put them on and off conveniently whilst 
playing. Originally, couplers actuated rods and levers which pulled down the 
keys of the upper manual(s). Today, more flexible electrical systems are 
commonly used, even on organs with mechanical (‘tracker’) key and pedal 
actions. 

 

 Coupling is at ‘unison pitch’ (ie. mid. C to mid. C etc.). There are also sub- 
and super-octave couplers, which sound one octave below and above uni-
son respectively. These only control stops on that manual, but their effects 
carry down via inter-manual and manual-pedal couplers. They can’t conjure 
up non-existent pipes, so do nothing in the lowest and highest octaves. As 
well as adding ‘growl’ and ‘sparkle’, they can be useful with a single stop, to 
provide interesting  solo effects. There is often a ‘Unison Off’ stop, which 
mutes the unison pitch, to thin out the tone and avoid a ‘muddy’ sound. 

 

 3-, 4- and 5-manual organs can have numerous couplers, including ‘subs’ 
and ‘supers’. There may be a ‘Bombarde Division’, which is as exciting as 
the name suggests; a separate group of really powerful stops, made play-
able on one or two manuals by couplers. All manuals may be coupled to ei-
ther Manual 1 or 2 (depending on the builder) and pedals, for ‘Full Organ’. 
On a large instrument, each finger or foot may then be sounding 100-150 
pipes. 

 

                                                       DAVID J. STEWARD (Organist) 
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 Women’s World Day of Prayer 
 

Thank you very much for all your support last Friday at our WWDP  

service. It was greatly appreciated.  I have received good comments 

from various folk about how well they enjoyed the service and in  

particular the CHOIR! Please thank all your choir members they were 

wonderful and their 'lead ' just made the hymns & songs flow with  

spirit!    Thank you also for the bags of rice, your collectors and their 

'voices' which all added to the overall depth & meaning of the service. I 

have also received good comments on how much folk enjoyed hearing 

different voices leading the service.  Of course, we so much appreciated 

David's playing of the organ - as usual he performed brilliantly and fit-

ted round us with great ease!  Many thanks also to any of your congre-

gation who were able to attend and support us. 

Kind regards, Enid. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Thank you for the donations of stamps, covers, coins and postcards 

which you have sent recently. Apologies for any delay in replying but 

it is difficult keeping up with all the donations. 

Last financial year we past £15,000 to BMS from the sales 

of donated materials. So keep it up and we will reach the 

same target this year. So far we have passed £5000 to BMS 

It makes it easier for me to separate the material for sale if 

GB and foreign stamps are kept separate. If you don't cur-

rently do this then could I please ask you to try. If it isn't 

possible then still send in the material. Currently postcards 

from the 1950s and 1960s sell very quickly. 

Best wishes 

Ken Flint 

Foreign and Commonwealths section 
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Services for April 

 

2nd  10.45am  Following Jesus – cost and commitment  

Matthew 8:14-34 (pages 972-973) 

Church AGM – no evening service  

9th  10.45am  Palm Sunday    

Following Jesus – in Triumphant humility  

Matthew 21:1-11(pages 988-989) 

6.00pm  A life worth living 

Philippians 4:10-20 (page 1181) 

Communion 

16th 10.45am Easter Sunday-  all age worship 

Following Jesus – in resurrection  

Matthew 28:1-10 (page 1000) 

 6.00pm Easter Celebration 

23rd  10.45 am  Following Jesus  

seen in the evidence for the resurrection  

Matthew 28:11-15 (pages 1000-1001) 

Communion 

Church Members meeting - no service 

30th  10.45am  Men’s service   

Following Jesus – in mission  

Matthew 28:16-20 (page 1001) 

   6.00pm   A life worth living 

Philippians 4:21-23(page 1181) 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 BMS BIRTHDAY SCHEME 

FOR APRIL 

 

Hilda Fletcher               7th         Laura Chamberlain           26th 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR APRIL 

 
 

Sunday 02        10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

     1 00 pm Church Members’ Annual General Meeting 

     NO EVENING SERVICE 

Monday 03 10 00 am Fellowship Group at Neva’s home 

Tuesday        04         8  00pm        WAGs 

     8 00 pm Lent Bible Study at the Manse 

Wednesday 05   8 00 pm Worship on Wednesday in the Hall 

Thursday 06   2 30 pm Women’s Circle in the Shaftesbury Room 

     8 00 pm  Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

Saturday 08   2 00 pm MESSY CHURCH in the Hall 

Sunday  09        10 45 am Morning Worship  led by Rev Brian Bishop 

                6 00 pm Evening Worship & Communion led by  

     Rev Brian Bishop 

Tuesday  11   8 00 pm Lent Bible Study at the Manse 

Wednesday 12        10 00 am Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

    10 00 am Man2Man visit to  the Imperial War Museum 

      2 30 pm Knitting & Sewing  in the Shaftesbury Room 

Thursday 13    8 00 pm Maundy Thursday Communion 

Friday  14  10 00 am Good Friday Service 

Saturday 15   7 00 pm Fish & Chip Supper and Quiz 

Sunday 16  10 45 am Easter Sunday Morning All-age Worship  

     led by Rev Brian Bishop 

      6 00 pm Easter Celebration Service led by Rev B Bishop 

Monday         17     10 00 am Fellowship Group at Neva’s home  

Thursday 20    2  30 pm Women’s Circle in the Shaftesbury Room 

      8 00 pm CHRISTIANITY EXPLORED in the Hall 

      8 00 pm Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

Sunday 23   10 45 am Morning Worship & Communion  

     led by Rev Brian Bishop 

       1 00 pm Church Members’ Meeting 

     NO EVENING SERVICE 

Tuesday 25     8 00 pm      Man2Man Bible study at the Manse 

Wednesday 26   10 00 am Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

Thursday       27           8.00pm      CHRISTIANITY EXPLORED in the Hall 

Sunday 30   10 45 am Morning Worship led by the men of the church  

       6 00 pm Evening Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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Christianity Explored  

 

This is a seven-week course that aims to explain the life of 

Jesus and how to know Him.  Like Alpha, its aim is to give 

a clear presentation of the life of Jesus, His death and resur-

rection in a factual way that enables each person to respond 

to the message of the Gospel and it is open to everyone.  

This course will run on Thursdays from 20th April to 1st 

June, meeting in the Church hall from 8.00pm to 9.30pm 

and provides us with an opportunity to bring our family and 

friends to discover Jesus for themselves. 

The evening will begin with refreshments followed by a 

presentation and then small group discussion based on 

course material that will be provided. 

For the seven weeks, we are looking for people to help with 

preparing the hall, prayer, refreshments, welcoming and 

bringing their friends and family along – could this be you? 

If so, please see me in the next couple of weeks. 

Thank you 

Rev Brian Bishop  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

There will be a Fish and Chip Supper and Fellowship 

Quiz on Saturday 15th April at 7pm to which you are all 

welcome.  Tickets are available from Rev Brian Bishop. 
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 BOOK REVIEW 

Who made God, searching for the theory of everything. 

A book written by a distinguished scientist about the 

existence of God, which has chapters like 'Sooty and the  

universe', Steam engine to the stars', 'Yogurt,ferrets and  

fallacies'. It has to be a different book and it is! 

 

If you've been waiting for a really effective riposte to the 

'new atheism'- this is the book for you! 

It is well written with a nice line in humour which makes it 

very readable. 

 

The author succeeds in dismantling the waffle and ludicrous  

nonsense of scientific atheism and and proves totally that 

biblical theism is a positive alternative. 

I unreservedly recommend this book. 

 

Brent Perkins 

I listened to the weather forecast on  my radio last Sunday 

morning and was told that it might rain on and off throughout 

the day.    Then I came to church and learned that God will 

reign for ever………... 
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

 

Monday          5.00pm—6.15pm      Beavers 

                       6.30pm—8.00pm      Cub Scouts 

                       8.00pm—9.30pm      Scouts 

Tuesday        10.00am –11.30am    Under 1s 

                        1.30pm—3.00pm     South Harrow Toddlers 

Wednesday                     2.30pm     Knitting & Sewing Group 

(2nd Wednesday of each month) 

Thursday                         2.30pm     Women’s Circle 

(1st and 3rd weeks of the month) 

Friday              10.30am-11.45am    Coffee Morning 

Sunday                         10.45am      Junior Church 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

COMMUNION OFFERING 

April             BMS 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Copy for the May 2017 issue of ‘The Messenger should be  
given to Frank Phillips (41 Hillside Crescent, Harrow HA2 0QU 
Tel: 020 8422 9487) or preferably e-mail your item to  

                          frankphillips@talktalk.net  by 

16 April at the latest please 

 

THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT, OMIT PARTS 

OR AMEND ITEMS SUBMITTED FOR INCLUSION IN 

THIS MAGAZINE 


