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SOUTH HARROW BAPTIST CHURCH 
270 Northolt Road 

South Harrow 
Middlesex. HA2 8EB 

 
Web site address:  www.southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 
E-mail address:  contact@southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 

 
THIS CHURCH is in membership with the Baptist Union 

of Great Britain, also with the London Baptist Association.   

 

THE SUNDAY SERVICES are at 10.45 a.m. and 6.00 p.m.  

Junior Church meets at 10.40 a.m. each Sunday, joining 
the church worship for the first part of the service.   

Holy Communion is incorporated into the first 
Sunday evening service and the third Sunday 
morning service of each month 

THE MINISTER IS:- Rev. Brian Bishop 
85 Park Lane  
South Harrow  
HA2 8NN  

Telephone: (020) 8141 6840 

E-mail:brianbishop686@gmail.com 
 

The Church is here to serve the community 
and the Minister will be glad to visit in cases 
of illness or other troubles, and will arrange 
for home communion services on request. 
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‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God.
 
He was with God in the begin-

ning. 
 
Through him all things were made; without him nothing 

was made that has been made.
 
In him was life, and that life was 

the light of all mankind.
 
The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness has not overcome it.   

John 1:1-5 

The season of Advent is now upon us! Advent means the com-
ing or arrival, that for us ends in Christmas with the arrival of Je-
sus, the light to the world.  The light of Jesus is to shine in our 
individual lives but also to shine through us into the world.  This 
is the revelation of God to humanity to make known the way of 
His salvation and presence.  

The hope for Advent and Christmas is centred on celebrating 
the birth of Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah of the Jewish 
people that was announced of angels with a chorus from 
heaven.  This is the incarnation of Christ in his first coming. 
While the focus of Christmas is the birth of Jesus, for us Advent 
also means waiting for the second coming of Jesus for his final 
return to take His people home to with him.  

In celebrating the coming of Jesus, we celebrate God’s gift to us 
that shows his love for each one of us. Therefore, we give pre-
sents to each other as a way of showing our appreciation for 
each other, as Jesus is the Father’s present to us.   As our 
theme for Advent reminds us, each of us needs to receive Jesus 
our lives with thanksgiving and gratitude. 

 

Rev Brian Bishop 
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NEWS OF THE FELLOWSHIP 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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Dear friends at South Harrow, 

Thank you for your continued prayers for our son, David. 

He is still on high doses of Warfarin, but  has stopped, for the 

time being, the drugs for the rheumatic pain, as the side effects 

were much worse than the pain. 

Other symptoms of the disease continue but because of your 

prayers and our prayers, I believe that progress is being made, 

albeit very slowly..  We thank God for the blessings of David. 

And his family, how they are coping and  are grateful that David 

is still able to work. 

May God continue to bless you all as you serve Him, whether in 

prayer, practice, like clesning/gardening or pastoral.  Each little 

act done in love is a gift to Him. 

Thank you 

Liz and Mick Nichols. 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

  

 

The  Editor  and  Messenger Team  

would  like  to  wish all  readers  a  

very  happy Christmas  and  a  peace-

ful and  blessed  New  Year 



7 

                                  CANDLEPOWER! (II) 

 

By the late 1990s, we had amassed a large amount of old can-
dles  from numerous Candlelight Services. Eventually, I found 2 
‘outlets’, so the material was recycled and Tower loft space re-
gained. 

Between our 2 candlelit Services, 9” or 12” candles which have 
burnt down completely, or nearly so, are replaced with partly-
used ones from previous years. We scrap the ‘stubs’, but we 
have built up a stock of 5”-6” candles, which are too short to  
re-use here. (No, we can’t join them!) If you would like some for 
home, please let us know, and you can have them. (They are 
7/8” diameter; ends could be shaved or packed, to fit them in 
slightly smaller or larger holders.) 
I understand that it is not possible to make new candles solely 
from  old wax; some new wax is required. However, re-using old 
wax must help the environment. If you, or someone you know, 
makes candles, we would be pleased to give you our surplus 
ones.  
Finally, here’s some safety tips:- 

1. Ensure that candles are secure in holders and holders are  

stable; 

2. Keep lit candles well clear of flammable materials; 

3. Never leave lit candles unattended, even for a moment;  

4. Never attempt to make candles (which involves handling hot 
wax)    

    unless you know precisely what you are doing. (Courses are  

    probably available.) Wrongly-made ones could be dangerous. 

                                                              

                                                                                      ‘Dajost’      
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 A MUSICIAN’S  SEASONAL REFLECTIONS 
 

Carols by Candlelight’ started at SHBC in the early 1960s. I  
didn’t  attend the first few because I was finishing school homework. 
My father (a Steward) would report, ‘Mrs. X’s coat was showered with 
molten wax!’ or ‘Mr.Y’s jacket got burnt!’. What excitement I missed! 
Happily, such incidents, mainly caused by draughts, were soon  
prevented. Since 1989, we have also had a more reflective candlelit 
Midnight Service on Christmas Eve. 
When I started piano lessons, my parents bought me ‘The News 
Chronicle Christmas Melodies’, price 2/6d (12½p). It’s fragile now, and 
stored safely, but contains seasonal ‘gems’ with pleasant piano ar-
rangements. Some of the first music I learnt to play ranged from gentle 
‘Still the night!’ and ‘O little Town of Bethlehem’ to lively ‘Ding, dong! 
merrily on high’, majestic ‘Hark! the herald-angels sing’ and bold ‘God 
rest you merry, gentlemen’. (Note the comma; the gentlemen are not 
necessarily ‘merry’!) Many carols come from Victorian England, hence 
references to snow (which I liked; my Scottish/Nordic ancestry?). The 
popular, cheerful ‘Calypso Carol’ and ‘See Him lying…..’ have rhythms 
from warmer climes. 
Around 1990, a group of church folk performed ‘The Gift’ by Graham 
Kendrick (1988).This tuneful seasonal work by a foremost Christian 
writer and composer includes solos and choruses in remarkably varied 
contemporary styles. We have often used them as ‘stand-alone’ items, 
eg. by a choir.  
I hope to see you at our Christmas Services. Thanks to safety meas-
ures, you won’t end up like Mrs. X or Mr. Y! I shall be entertaining at 
various venues with my piano jazz versions of numbers such as 
‘Santa Claus is comin’ to Town’ and ‘White Christmas’. Do come along 
to ‘SLEEPING BEAUTY’ in January; a Family Pantomime presented 
by the ‘Arrow Players’, for which I am pianist. Oh, yes, as usual, I shall 
catch a repeat of Andre Previn and the 35-piece orchestra on ‘The 
Morecambe & Wise Christmas Show’ from 1971.Then, watching my 
aunt and uncle’s colour TV, I was laughing so much I was on the floor, 
in pain! (Ernie Wise[man] lived locally, and was often noticed in South 
Harrow Post Office.)  
 

                       HAPPY CHRISTMAS!      David J. Steward (Organist) 
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DECEMBER 2016 

This month please pray for … 

Thursday         1      Marilyn Bradley 
Friday              2      Grace Sims 
Saturday          3      Our love for Christ to shine within us 
Sunday            4      People who foster & adopt children 
Monday            5      Alan Atkins on his birthday  
Tuesday           6      Betty Murdock 
Wednesday      7       Loretta Pollard 
Thursday          8      Desma and Egbert Campbell  
Friday               9      Laura, Pete and James Chamberlain 
Saturday         10     The elderly and the vulnerable  
Sunday            11     Kabaenda Molumemui 
Monday           12     Joyce Wilson (Grace’s neighbour) on her        
                                  birthday                     
Tuesday          13     Today’s Under 1’s & Toddler parties 
Wednesday     14     The homeless who live on the streets 
Thursday         15     Our local community 
Friday              16     Alison Cripps 
Saturday          17     Ruth Newton    
Sunday            18     Today’s Carol Services 
Monday           19      Iris Powell 
Tuesday          20     Jean Leacock 
Wednesday     21     Rosemary & Derek Taylor-Mew 
Thursday         22     People who dread this time of year 
Friday              23     Those who mourn loved ones 
Saturday          24     Christ to be put back into Christmas 
Sunday            25      Bernice Phillips on her birthday  
Monday            26     Families who are away for Christmas 
Tuesday           27     People moving onto pastures new 
Wednesday      28     Previous Minsters of the church 
Thursday          29     Carmen Blake 
Friday               30      Joyce Cooch and Susan Smith 
Saturday           31     Those we have said Goodbye to this 
                                   Year.  
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December teaching 

 

4th  10.45am Second Sunday in Advent  

Light to the world –  

His word proclaimed -John the Baptist  

Matthew 3:1-12 (Bible page 967) 

 

No evening service due to church members meeting 

  

11th 10.45am Third Sunday in Advent 

Light to the world – Jesus foretold – 

Matthew 1:18-25 (Bible pages 965-966)  

Communion 

   

18th  10.45am  Fourth Sunday in Advent  

Light to the world – All age worship 

 

  6.00pm Carols by Candle light 

 

25th 10.00am  All age service  

   

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

BMS BIRTHDAY SCHEME 

FOR DECEMBER 

  

Alan Atkins             5th                 Bernice Phillips      25th 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 
 

Thursday 01 1 00 pm Women’s Circle eating out 

   8 00pm  Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room  

Sunday 04       10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

            12 30  pm  Church Members Meeting 

    NO EVENING SERVICE         

Tuesday 06 8 00 pm  WAGS at the Manse 

Wednesday  07 8 00 pm Worship on Wednesday          

Sunday 11       10 45 am Morning Worship & Communion led by   

     Rev Brian Bishop 

   1 00 pm Fellowship Lunch 

    NO EVENING SERVICE 

Tuesday  13  7 30 pm Man2Man—Plan & Prayer at the Manse 

Wednesday 14 10 30 am Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

    2 30 pm Knitting and Sewing 

    8 00 pm Worship on Wednesday in the Hall 

Friday  16  1 00 pm Women’s Circle at Brenda Cripps home  

Sunday  18        10 45 am All Age Family Worship led by Rev  Bishop 

                6 00 pm Carols by Candlelight led by Rev Brian Bishop 

Wednesday 21         8 00 pm Worship on Wednesday 

Thursday 22 2 30 pm Women’s Circle 

   8 00 pm Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

Saturday 24       11 30 pm Christmas Eve Service 

Sunday 25       10 00 am Christmas morning celebration  

     led by Rev Brian Bishop 

     NO EVENING SERVICE 

Saturday 31 11 30 pm Late night Service to welcome in the New Year 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

NEW YEAR’S EVE SERVICE 
 

We are holding a service in the Church on New Year’s Eve 

(Saturday 31 December) starting at 11 30 pm and going into the 

first hour of 2017.  It would be really good to have you with us to 

welcome in the New Year. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Carols by Candlelight Choir 
 

The choir will be practicing every Wednesday at 8 00 pm in the Hall 

up to the Carol Service .  If you enjoy singing, please come and 

join us so that we can make a joyful noise for the Lord at this spe-

cial time.  EVERYONE WELCOME. 
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

 

Monday          5.00pm—6.15pm      Beavers 

                       6.30pm—8.00pm      Cub Scouts 

                       8.00pm—9.30pm      Scouts 

Tuesday        10.00am –11.30am    Under 1s 

                        1.30pm—3.00pm     South Harrow Toddlers 

Wednesday                     2.30pm     Knitting & Sewing Group 

(2nd Wednesday of each month) 

Thursday                         2.30pm     Women’s Circle 

(1st and 3rd weeks of the month) 

Friday              10.30am-11.45am    Coffee Morning 

Sunday                         10.45am      Junior Church 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

COMMUNION OFFERING 

December               Firm Foundation         

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Copy for the January 2017 issue of ‘The Messenger should be  
given to Frank Phillips (41 Hillside Crescent, Harrow HA2 0QU 
Tel: 020 8422 9487) or preferably e-mail your item to  

                          frankphillips@talktalk.net  by 

11th December at the latest please 

 

THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT, OMIT PARTS 

OR AMEND ITEMS SUBMITTED FOR INCLUSION IN 

THIS MAGAZINE 


