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SOUTH HARROW BAPTIST CHURCH 
270 Northolt Road 

South Harrow 
Middlesex. HA2 8EB 

 

Web site address:  www.southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 
E-mail address:  contact@southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 
 
THIS CHURCH is in membership with the Baptist Union of 
Great Britain, also with the London Baptist Association.   

THE SUNDAY SERVICES are at 10.45 a.m. and 6.00 p.m.  Jun-
ior Church meets at 10.40 a.m. each Sunday, joining the 
church worship for the first part of the service.   

Holy Communion is incorporated into the first Sunday eve-
ning service and the third Sunday morning service of each 
month 

THE MINISTER IS:- Rev. Brian Bishop 
85 Park Lane  
South Harrow  
HA2 8NN  

Telephone: (020) 8141 6840 

E-mail:brianbishop686@gmail.com 
 

The Church is here to serve the community and the Minister 
will be glad to visit in cases of illness or other troubles, and 
will arrange for home communion services on request.   
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‘Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within 
me.   Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from 
me.  Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing 
spirit, to sustain me. 

Psalm 51:10-12  

When considering the coming year, these verses came to me from 
Psalm 51 that formed part of my devotions through the Psalms.   
The way we start the New Year is important, that is why we sing ‘Auld 
Lang Syne’ to say good bye to the past year and to start a new one 
with a clean slate, or new start.   To leave the past behind and to go 
forward to what is ahead into the year that lies before us as 
individuals. 
 
The words of this Psalm sum this up for us as Christians as we begin a 
New Year, to have a clean heart and spirt in our spiritual walk with 
Jesus as disciples to move forward with Him.     To be spiritually 
refreshed and renewed is important, to be restored in our spirit that 
affirms our salvation.   It is from this position of renewal that we 
serve each other in the church and community through our activities 
as part of the mission of the church.  
 
As we begin 2017 our teaching for the morning services will be from 
Matthew’s gospel under the theme of ‘following Jesus’.  The evening 
services will follow Paul’s epistle to the Philippians under the theme 
of ‘a life worth living’.    
 
Have a happy and blessed New Year.  
Rev Brian Bishop  
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NEWS OF THE FELLOWSHIP 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

May God make your year a happy one! 
Not by shielding you from all sorrows and pain, 
But by strengthening you to bear it, as it comes; 
Not by making your things easy, 
But by making you sturdy to travel any path; 
Not by taking hardships from you, 
But by taking fear from your heart; 
Not by granting you unbroken sunshine, 
But by keeping your face bright, even in the shadows; 
Not by making your life always pleasant, 
But by showing you when people and their causes need you 
most, and by making you anxious to be there to help. 
God’s love, peace, hope and joy to you for the year ahead. 

Christmas cards and greetings were received from 

the following members, friends and associates of 

the church. 

 

Lilian and Brian Tysoe, Doris and Denise, Gussie Steeman, 

Susan Hall, Brenda Cripps, Joyce, Susan, Georgina and  

Michael, Jack and Hearty Campbell, Grace Sims, John and 

Brenda Small, Pam Clark and Laura Chamberlain, Ron, 

Kate and Ian Gutteridge, Liz Hockney, Sue Millar, Penny 

and Meg, Brent Perkins, Gary Roberts and Splodge, David 

Steward, Liz and Mick Nichols, Derek Aldridge and Family, 

Alicia and family. 
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CHURCH MEMBERS’ MEETINGS 

 
At the last Church Members meeting it was agreed that 
in future we will hold 6 meetings a year.  These meet-
ing will take place on the following dates   
 

January    22nd 
March       12th 

  April          23rd 
June           25th 
September 24th 
November  26th 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
Various events have been planned for the following 
dates  

 
January 21st—Social Evening for the whole family  

(open to all) 
 

February 11th—Film Evening 
 
April 15th - Quiz Evening—everyone welcome 
 
Starting in April ‘Christianity Explored’ a 7 week course 
  
May—Cradle Roll Service 
 
October—International Evening 
 
October—Church weekend away 
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THE COLD LIGHT OF DAY 

Many years ago, around March, I was eagerly anticipating a talk/

demonstration on the magnificent 4-manual 77-stop ‘Harrison’ organ 

at King’s College Chapel, Cambridge. I was accustomed to hearing it 

on the ‘Nine lessons and Carols’ broadcast, and seeing images of the 

Chapel interior bathed in the warm glow of candlelight. The sky was 

dull and heavily overcast. Fine rain was being driven almost  

horizontally by a chill easterly wind.  The Chapel heating was minimal, 

and in sunless daylight, the grey stonework looked austere.  The  

organ had not been tuned recently, and wasn‘t sounding its best. (It 

was due for major work.) Some stops were unusable. We didn’t hear 

many of the stunning effects which would be expected from this  

cathedral-like instrument. It was rather disappointing.     Similarly, 

starting a New Year can be a ‘cold light of day’ experience. How bare 

our Church Hall looks at first, when the decorations and tree are  

removed! Exciting presents soon become everyday items.   

Resolutions quickly become impracticable. January weather can 

cause difficulties. As I pack away my Christmas music, I reflect on the 

birth of Jesus, the true Light of the world, and its wonderful  

implications expressed in the beautiful carols. Let us look forward to 

the joys of Easter, and spring sunshine. (Incidentally, there are 

‘Easter carols’; I’ve accompanied them at other churches.) Harrisons 

of Durham are responsible for several English cathedral and  

collegiate chapel organs, including Ely cathedral (77 stops), which 

sounded fabulous when I visited. Their 4-manual in Harrow School 

Speech Room, which I have played, is the largest organ in the Bor-

ough. I hope eventually to go and listen to the ‘Kings’ one in more  

favourable circumstances. I’m sure that East Anglia is lovely on a  

sunny day! 

 

I hope you have a happy and blessed New Year. 

 

DAVID J. STEWARD (Organist) 
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THESE ARE A FEW OF MY FAVOURITE THINGS 

 

I asked some members what is their favourite hymn and Bible 
verse(s). 
 
June Sage said ’ My favourite hymn is Love divine, all loves  
excelling because I had it at my wedding and also at the funeral 
of my husband, Richard.  My favourite Bible passage is  
Corinthians  chapter 13. 
Carmen Blake said ‘I love In Christ alone’ because I feel nearer 
to God when I sing it.  My favourite Bible passage is Psalm 27. 
Bernice Phillips said ‘At a church week-end, during a quiet and 
peaceful time Cylinthia Williamson began to sing How great thou 
art and it has been my favourite hymn ever since.  My favourite 
Bible passage is 1 Corinthians 10 v 13 
Jean Leacock said ‘My late husband’s favourite hymn was Be 
still and it soon became mine.  He used to sing it at the top of his 
voice whilst taking a bath.  There was always a queue outside the 
bathroom door and the louder they knocked the louder he sang.  
My favourite Bible passage, like that of so many others, is John 3 
v 16. 
My ( Frank Phillips) favourite hymn is I’ve found a friend.  I re-
cited this at my baptism 53 years ago.  My favourite verse is 
Psalm 34 v 3 
 
There is not enough room to write out all these verses so take out 
your Bible and look up the passages you don’t know.  As you do 
so think and pray for the person mentioned in this item  
                                                          
                                                   Thank you, 
                                                        Frank. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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New Years Prayers 

Dear Master for this coming year 

Just one request I bring: 

I do not pray for happiness, 

Or any earthly thing— 

I do not ask to understand 

The way Thou leadest me, 

But this I ask: Teach me to do 

The thing that pleaseth Thee. 

 

I want to know Thy guiding voice, 

To walk with Thee each day. 

Dear Master make me swift to hear 

And ready to obey. 

And thus the year I now begin 

A happy year will be— 

If I am seeking just to do 

The thing that pleaseth Thee. 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Do you have an original Christian story or prayer that 
would encourage or benefit fellow believers? Perhaps 
you've written a unique poem that you would like to 
share with others. I am looking for Christian stories, 
prayers and poems to encourage readers in their  
communication with God.  
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JANUARY 2017 

This month please pray for  
… 
Sunday 1                For us to come closer to God 

Monday 2                Betty Murdock 

Tuesday 3               Faye Osbourne 

Wednesday 4          Margaret & John Riches 

Thursday 5              The family of Joyce Wilson 

Friday 6                   Courage in spreading the word of God 

Saturday 7               Brendan Benjamin on his birthday 

Sunday 8                 Junior church as it restarts 

Monday 9                Maria Graham on her birthday 

Tuesday 10             The housebound & elderly 

Wednesday 11        The Knitting & Sewing Group 

Thursday 12            Grace Sims on her birthday 

Friday 13                 Brent Perkins 

Saturday 14             Standing firm in the face of adversity 

Sunday 15               Desma & Egbert Campbell 

Monday 16               Lilian & Brian Tysoe 

Tuesday 17              Bus and Train drivers 

Wednesday 18        John Macpherson & Dot Baines 

Thursday 19            Allan Jarrett & family 

Friday 20                 Jean Brett 

Saturday 21            Our love for Christ to shine within us 

Sunday 22              Brenda Small, Tony Laycock and Pearl Benjamin on      

their birthdays 

Monday 23             Joyce Cooch & Susan Smith 

Tuesday 24            Ivy Bines 

Wednesday 25       Welldon Park School who use our premises 

Thursday 26           Hannah & Chris Stevens  

Friday 27                A deeper relationship with the Lord 

Saturday 28            Neva Gordon 

Sunday 29              Our needs not our wants to be answered 

Monday 30             Alison Cripps 

Tuesday 31            Linda Lee 
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January Teaching 

1st  10.45am Following Jesus – Resisting temptation 

Matthew 4:1-17 (pages 967-968) all age service  

No Evening service  

8th  10.45am Following Jesus – As disciples 

    Matthew 4:18-25 (page 968)   

Covenant service 

 6.00pm Communion Focus 

15th  10.45am Following Jesus – Teaching to live by  

   Matthew 5:1-12 (pages 968-969) 

Communion 

  6,00pm A life worth living 

Philippians 1:1-12 (page 1178) 

22nd 10.45am Following Jesus – Applied living  

Matthew 5:13-20 (Page 969) 

 6.00pm  Church Members meeting no service  

29th  10.45am Following Jesus – Living commands  

   Matthew 5:21-32 (page 969) 

6.00pm A life worth living 

Philippians 1:13-30 (page 1178) 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

BMS BIRTHDAY SCHEME 

FOR JANUARY 2017 

 

Brendan Benjamin   7th               Grace Sims      12th 

Maria Graham          9th               Brenda Small  22nd 

Gary Roberts          10th 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR JANUARY 

 
 

Sunday 01       10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

              NO EVENING SERVICE 

Monday  02  10 00 am Fellowship Group at Neva’s home         

Wednesday  04  8 00 pm Worship on Wednesday  

Thursday 05  8 00 pm Fellowship Group         

Sunday 08       10 45 am Morning Worship & Covenant Service led by  

     Rev Brian Bishop 

    6 00 p m Evening Worship & Communion led by  

     Rev Brian Bishop 

Tuesday        10         8  00pm        WAGs 

Wednesday 11 10 30 am Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

     1 00 pm Knitting and Sewing Lunch 

     8 00 pm Prayer meeting in the Shaftesbury Room 

Friday  13   8 00 pm Deacons’ Meeting 

Sunday  15        10 45 am Morning Worship & Communion led by  

     Rev Brian Bishop 

                6 00 pm Evening Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

Monday  16  10 00 am Fellowship Group at Neva’s home 

Wednesday 18          8 00 pm Worship on Wednesday 

Thursday 19    2 30 pm Women’s Circle in the Shaftesbury Room 

      8 00 pm Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

Friday            20          8 00pm        Man2Man meal    

Saturday   21    7 00 pm Church Social Evening 

Sunday 22  10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

    12 45 pm Church Members’ Meeting 

     NO EVENING SERVICE 

Tuesday        24           8 00 pm       Man2Man Bible study 

Wednesday 25   10 00 am Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

Sunday 29   10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

       6 00 pm Evening Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

. 
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

 

Monday          5.00pm—6.15pm      Beavers 

                       6.30pm—8.00pm      Cub Scouts 

                       8.00pm—9.30pm      Scouts 

Tuesday        10.00am –11.30am    Under 1s 

                        1.30pm—3.00pm     South Harrow Toddlers 

Wednesday                     2.30pm     Knitting & Sewing Group 

(2nd Wednesday of each month) 

Thursday                         2.30pm     Women’s Circle 

(1st and 3rd weeks of the month) 

Friday              10.30am-11.45am    Coffee Morning 

Sunday                         10.45am      Junior Church 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

COMMUNION OFFERING 

January          BMS                      

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Copy for the February 2017 issue of ‘The Messenger should be  
given to Frank Phillips (41 Hillside Crescent, Harrow HA2 0QU 
Tel: 020 8422 9487) or preferably e-mail your item to  

                          frankphillips@talktalk.net  by 

17th January at the latest please 

 

THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT, OMIT PARTS 

OR AMEND ITEMS SUBMITTED FOR INCLUSION IN 

THIS MAGAZINE  


