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REGULAR ACTIVITIES 
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SOUTH HARROW BAPTIST CHURCH 
270 Northolt Road 

South Harrow 
Middlesex. HA2 8EB 

 
Web site address:  www.southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 
E-mail address:  contact@southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 

 
THIS CHURCH is in membership with the Baptist Union 

of Great Britain, also with the London Baptist Association.   

 

THE SUNDAY SERVICES are at 10.45 a.m. and 6.00 p.m.  

Junior Church meets at 10.40 a.m. each Sunday, joining 
the church worship for the first part of the service.   

Holy Communion is incorporated into the first 
Sunday evening service and the third Sunday 
morning service of each month 

THE MINISTER IS:- Rev. Brian Bishop 
85 Park Lane  
South Harrow  
HA2 8NN  

Telephone: (020) 8141 6840 

E-mail:brianbishop686@gmail.com 
 

The Church is here to serve the community 
and the Minister will be glad to visit in cases 
of illness or other troubles, and will arrange 
for home communion services on request.   
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As we go into summer our Sunday morning teaching takes us to 
Acts chapter three that reminds us as a Church to expect God 
to work in ways that surprise us, as seen with Peter and John at 
the temple gate; also the story of salvation that they told the 
people when asked by Peter and John how the crippled man 
was healed.  Everyone likes a good story about the life of an  
individual as seen in our love for biographies and also the  
culture of soaps and reality shows on our TV’s every evening.  
 
During these months when we are with family and friends, as 
well as people we will meet on holiday or in the community, 
each person has their own story to tell.  We have already  
started telling our story as a Christian community through our 
recent celebration of our 90

th
 anniversary where we shared  

stories and talked with friends past and present. 
 
Like Peter and John from Acts three, in telling our story of faith 
we continue the witness of the Church that points to the person 
of Jesus and our relationship with him today.  As the writer to 
the Hebrews reminds us “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and for ever.” (Hebrews 13:8). He does not change 
nor does His story. 
 

 

Rev Brian Bishop 
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NEWS OF THE FELLOWSHIP 

 
I would like to thank all friends who have supported me in prayer and 

good wishes during my spell in hospital.  They have been very  

encouraging to me.  I am so blessed to be part of such a loving 

church family.  I would also like to thank Rosemary and Derek Taylor-

Mew for all their practical help, I don’t know how I would have man-

aged without them.  God bless you all. 

Many thanks again 

Grace Sims 

 

(We have since learned that Grace has been re-admitted to hospital 

so continues to need our prayers) 

 

.~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Hi,everyone,                                                                                           

                                   Once again, I must convey my utmost thanks to 

all those kind souls who so generously sponsored me when I took 

part in this year's charity walk for St. Luke's Hospice back in early 

May. The walk this year was along the Essex Way [Epping to  

Harwich], a distance totalling 81 miles, incorporating undulating  

countryside, attractive villages and some of England's oldest  

churches. Yes; this year I did get blisters as some days required long 

distances [eg.19 miles] to be covered. As always, though, the whole 

walk experience was very worthwhile and I managed, with your help, 

to raise £550.Altogether,70 people took part in the walk and the final 

total expected to be collected should be around £70,000 or more. So.. 

take a bow, have a pat on the back and please accept my sincere 

thanks for your ongoing support which you continue to give me so 

willingly each year. I couldn't do walks without you 

                                                            

Love and best wishes, Martin. 
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 1966; MY ‘ROAD TO WEMBLEY’ (Part 2) 

 

In Part 1, I wrote about my introduction to the world of work, exactly 
50 years ago. The Company was in the process of changing its  
identity. The Manager admitted that ‘things are rather chaotic’. One of 
my tasks was to ‘get everything tidy’. Knowing that I was a ‘Helper’ in 
our Sunday School (soon to change its identity to ‘Junior Church’), he 
kindly gave me some scrap paper for scribbling/drawing.  
The weather was sunny and warm for most of the 4 weeks. One of 
the staff in the first-floor Wembley Drawing Office would get in early, 
open the windows fully and switch on the 4 ceiling fans, each of 
which had 3 blades about 3 feet long, and a multi-position rotary  
control. ‘We can only run them at the slowest speed, otherwise they 
blow the papers about’, he told me. I usually arrived well before  
everyone else, so, on his first day on holiday, I opened the windows, 
clicked each control to the first position clockwise, then went for a 
walk outside. I returned a few minutes later. HELP! What I had  
assumed to be ‘minimum’ was ‘maximum’! (The last click clockwise 
was ‘minimum’.) I had experienced lighter breezes on Dartmoor. 
Freshly-printed documents were peeling off neat stacks, whirling 
around and scuttling across the floor. I switched off the helicopter-like 
fans, which took ages to stop. I leaned out of a window, fearing that 
some papers might have travelled thence. The railway was nearby. 
Had an ‘Express’ driver been forced to brake when his view was  
suddenly obscured by a big diagram; trains backing up to Preston; 
‘SIXTH-FORMER CAUSES RAIL CHAOS’? Thankfully, no! I tidied up 
before anyone arrived.  
The ‘Xerox’ copier at the Stanmore Department involved heat. ‘If t’ 
paper jams, ’appen it’ll catch fire!’, warned the Mancunian Manager. 
‘H-how often does that occur?’ I asked, apprehensively. ‘Not very’, 
came the laconic reply. He explained how to avoid, or deal with, a 
conflagration. I rigorously checked the leading edge and corners of  
every sheet, and took the utmost care as I fed it into the machine. I 
learnt precisely how long it should take before the printed page 
emerged; the slightest delay, and I would have hit the ‘STOP’ button. 
I survived my few days there without any mishaps. My trusty ‘Roneo 
500’ Stencil Duplicator could never set the paper alight! 
 

                                                                    DAVID J. STEWARD (Organist) 
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We at South Harrow have just celebrated our 90
th 

anniversary. 
But the church did not just appear from nowhere on the 8

th
 

June 1926. So let us follow the events that led up to that  

occasion. 

We start by going back 200 years. At the beginning of the 19
th
 

century, Harrow was a very different place from the Harrow 
we know today. The northernmost extent of the village was 
about where the last of the Harrow School buildings stand  

today. Beyond that were just fields until one reached Harrow 
Weald, with just a few isolated cottages by the roadside for 
farm workers. Houses extended south along High Street and 
down the slope towards us, to about the junction of Crown 
Street and Byron Hill. There were one or two houses in  

London Hill. (Now known as Roxeth Hill.) 

A group of Dissenters came together to share their faith and 
to worship God, in the home of Joseph Freshwater, a  

carpenter - appropriately -, of London Hill. They were a mixed 
group of Methodists, Baptists, Independents 
(Congregationalists) and Presbyterians. The Methodists felt 
strong enough to build their own place of worship in 1810, at a 
site in London Hill. The Baptists of the group were getting 
stronger also and so, when they heard, in 1812, that the  

Presbyterian church in Pinner was closing, they agreed to 
purchase the building, dismantle it stone by stone and re-
erect it on a site in Byron Hill, and so began distinctive Baptist 
witness in Harrow. This chapel served for half a century. 
 

                         Where we have come from 
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In the 1850s, Charles Haddon Spurgeon was invited to preach, but 
since he was such a celebrated preacher the meetings were held in 
the Great Barn of Grange Farm. (Grange Farm buildings were behind 
the present Police Station and Telephone Exchange, with the access 
track joining Northolt Road about where the British Legion now 
stands.) It is said that some 1000 people attended some meetings. 

The year 1855 saw the establishment of the gas works. Many of you 
will remember the gas works which stood on the site today occupied 
by the Waitrose supermarket. Houses for their workers were built 
across Northolt Road from the works (no doubt bringing more  

Baptists to the area,) and so the centre point of the village was  

moving south. Ten years later the Harrow School Laundry moved  

onto land across Northolt Road bringing even more residents to this 
area. 

The Baptists held more events in the Great Barn, but realised they 
needed larger premises of their own. Hence on the 18

th
 October 1864 

a new, purpose-built chapel was opened in Byron Hill, with Mr. 
Spurgeon preaching at the opening ceremony. This building still 
stands today, though it has been used for a variety of secular  

purposes over the last century. The building was ideally situated at 
the very centre of the community of Harrow, particularly so, when the 
gas works expanded and built Stanley and Sherwood Roads to  

accommodate their growing workforce. 
In 1880 there was a new development. The Metropolitan Railway  
extended their line out of London to a new terminus called “Harrow” in 
the middle of a field the other side of the Hill, in the district we now 
know as Greenhill. (Named after the principal landowner of the  
district, not after some geographical feature.) As with all other railway 
station plants, this resulted in the growth of housing around the new 
station. The Baptists of Harrow, always a mission oriented people, 
saw this as a mission opportunity, and hence they were able to obtain 
a parcel of land close to the new station on which to plant a new 
church. In 1903 they decided to move their headquarters to this new 
church in College Road.  
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A reporter, writing in 1910, records, “When at Byron Hill, seven 
years ago, they decided to move to Greenhill they were not  

unmindful of the members of their Church who resided in South 
Harrow, and there was a general feeling among the deacons 
and other members of the Church that some provision should be 
made for them. They also saw in that part of Harrow a  

developing district, and one likely to grow more rapidly at no dis-
tant date.” Remember, the only way to get to and from Greenhill 
from Roxeth was to walk. There and back. And twice each  

Sunday. In consequence, services and Sunday School work 
continued at Byron Hill, and the Church changed its official 
name to, “The College Road Baptist Church in Harrow on the 
Hill;” a title which remains the legal name of the church we know 
as Harrow Baptist Church today. This was in recognition that the 
work of Baptists in Harrow was now split between two centres, 
of which the College Road activity was just one part. 

In 1903 we had another development: the extension of the  

District Railway from Ealing to a new terminus which they called 
“South Harrow.” (This area of Harrow had previously always 
been known as Roxeth.) Once again it stimulated new housing. 
A developer started to lay out the Welldon Park estate. Kingsley 
Road was planted to run south from the back entrance of the 
new station, and Parkfield Road, Eastcote Road, St. Hilda’s 
Road, Wargrave Road, Scarsdale Road and Wyvenhoe Road 
were created running down to Roxeth Green. Houses seem to 
start being built at random on the new estate. If you have ever 
wondered why the terraces of houses in these roads stop quite 
some distance from Northolt Road, it is because the land at the 
bottom formed the village green of Roxeth. This was a place 
where carters could draw off the road and feed their horses. In 
1891, the 17th century St Hilda’s House (where our Church now 
stands) was occupied by James and Rowland Naylor, described 
as Nurseryman and Florist respectively. From this point to the 
southern limit of the district - roughly where Field End Road now 
runs - there were just 19 households. Little had changed by 
1901. 
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The Baptist Church now saw this new development as a mission 
opportunity. Hence they began holding evangelistic rallies at 
Grange Farm, this time in a tent on the field which bordered 
Northolt Road. The Hall family were obviously sympathetic to the 
Dissenting cause as they also allowed the Salvation Army to use 
their land for events. All who responded to the call would be  

invited to join the Church at Byron Hill. 
By 1910 the work had grown sufficiently to require new premises. 
The Church was able to purchase a parcel of the Roxeth Green 
land with a frontage of 90 feet on Northolt Road running from the 
end of Scarsdale Road. On this the new Church was constructed 
facing what is now Valentine Road. A contemporary report  
describes this building as follows: “The new Church has a plain 
but cleanly and pleasing looking interior, and is well-lighted both 
by day and night. The seating accommodation is for 160, but, if 
necessary, 200 persons can find comfortable room. Behind the 
Church proper are vestries, classrooms etc., in which will be run 
various Baptist institutions.” The outer construction was of  
corrugated iron, but it was clearly a much more substantial  
building than the nickname of ‘tin tabernacle' would suggest.    

The new building was paid for by a loan from the London Baptist 
Association, but, “… they had many generous friends, Mr. G. 
Rayner, who had provided the seats, Mr. Reed, Mr. Watson, the 
children at Byron Hill, who had raised a considerable sum under 
a scheme organised by Mr. Pratt; …” The loan was largely paid 
off when the Byron Hill chapel was eventually sold. During the 
opening ceremony Mr. Hoare, the minister, “… referred to the 
solemnity of the occasion when he preached at Byron Hill for the 
last time a week or two ago. For a hundred years the little place 
had been dedicated to the service of God, and to many in that 
room it was associated with many hallowed memories.” We read 
that at that service, “…Madame Archer gave a sweet rendering 
of ‘There is a Green Hill’;” a tongue-in-cheek comment that would 
not have been missed by the congregation! The new church was 
run by a special committee under Mr. Hoare, with Mr. J A Cook 
as energetic secretary and Mr. H Pratt as treasurer. Soon after 
the opening of this new chapel, Welldon Park School was formed 
under its roof. 
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Work continued as a largely independent church for the next 16 
years until we reach Independence Day on Tuesday the 8

th
 June 

1926. The service was conducted by Dr. E J Widdows, Minister 
at College Road, and Dr. J W Ewing, the Area Superintendent. 
“Messrs Carpenter and H Dyson were elected honorary dea-
cons, and after a ballot Messrs J W Beaumont, Crabtree and 
Ord were elected Deacons. Mr. J W Beaumont was unanimously 
elected church secretary.” 48 members were transferred to the 
church. “Mr. J W Beaumont, the Church Secretary, announced 
the names of the Church members, who approached the  

communion table and were welcomed into the fellowship of the 
new Church by Dr. Ewing.” 

So began a new chapter in the life of South Harrow Baptist 
Church, which has now lasted for 90 years. 

                                                                            Tony Laycock 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

THE ELDERLY. 

Be patient and understanding with the elderly. For many their 
lives have become lonely, depressing, painful and physically  
exhausting. Some hardly get any visitors and only have the  
television and their memories for companionship. For some just 
getting up to make a simple cup of tea can be a real challenge. It 
is not their fault for getting old or for becoming ill and what has 
happened to them will happen to all of us eventually. Don’t get 
angry with them or yell at them, just because they may take 
longer to do everyday things. But love them, help them and 
show them respect. For they are the generation that have often 
experienced real hardship and times of suffering and they are of 
the generation, that in this country’s greatest hour of need, were 
prepared to sacrifice their futures, so that we could have ours. 
We owe them everything. 
Becoming old is just a natural way of life. There is nothing any of 
us can do to get out of it. So please treat the elderly the way you 
would wish to be treated.   

                                                            Gary 
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SUMMER SALE FOR ST LUKE’S HOSPICE 

16th July 2016 at 10.30 am 

 

So many people in Harrow and Brent give so much time to 
raise money for St Luke’s.  The Hospice runs many events 
during the year, including the walk that Martin Atkins always 
takes part in.  Many others have events during the year.  At 
SHBC we started having sales for them in 2003.  I had always 
supported the Hospice but never thought I would need their 
special care until John spent his last days there and was given 
such wonderful care.  The Hospice needs all the monetary 
support it can get to continue it’s work and we are holding  
another sale on 16th July.  Please support this sale.  We will 
have the usual stalls including cakes, gifts, bric-a-brac, hand-
made cards, books, plants and refreshments will be available. 
If you can donate anything for the sale or can make some 
cakes we would be very grateful. 
We hope to see you on the 16th July so we can carry on  
helping St Luke’s Hospice. 
 
Brenda Cripps. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

BMS Birthday Scheme 

The following members of the Fellowship have birthdays in July 

 

John Small               2nd                  Jean Patterson          16th 

Joyce Cooch           12th                  David Steward           22nd 
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Services for July  

 

3rd  10.45am  Miracles seen in the church         
                                      Acts 3:1-10      (Bible pages 1094-1095) 
  6.00pm Focus on communion  
 
10th 10.45am Foundation of faith and message    
                                       Acts 3:11-16    (Bible page 1095) 
  6.00pm James 5:13-20 (Bible page1216) 
 
17th 10.45am Covenant of faith and prayer Acts 3:17-26 
   (Bible page 1096) 
   Communion 
  6.00pm Jesus son of God  
 
24th 10.45am proclaim the person of Jesus 
   (Bible page 1096) 
   Church members meeting 
                                      No evening service,  
 
31st 10.45am Champions – fan into flame  

2 Timothy 1:6-8; 2:1-5  
(Bible pages 1195-1196) 

  6.00pm Jesus son of man 
 

Services for August 

 
7th  10.45am  Champions – fight the good fight  

1 Timothy 1:18-20 (Bible page 1191) 
 
14th 10.45am  Champions – run the race  

Philippians 3:12-16 (Bible page 1180) 
 
21st 10.45am  Champions –have strength  
   Judges 6:1-13 (Bible page 248) 
   Communion 
 

28th 10.45am  Champions have perseverance  

   Hebrews 12:1-6 (Bible page 1210) 

There will be no Evening Services during August 
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THINGS ARE NOT ALWAYS AS THEY SEEM 

 

There was a proud American family whose ancestors had gone 

over on ‘The Mayflower’ and the family included Senators,  

Pastors, Surgeons Wealthy Businessmen etc.  They decided to 

compile a family history, a legacy for the children, and hired a 

well-known author to do the job.  Only one problem arose, how to 

mention Great-Uncle George - the one executed in the electric 

chair for murder.  However, the author said ‘It’s not a problem; he 

could handle the situation tactfully. 

When the book appeared the family turned to the section on 

Great-Uncle George. 

They read ‘George Smith occupied a chair of applied electronics 

at an important government institute, was attached to his position 

by the strongest of ties and his death came as a real shock……’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘At this point in the service I want you to get up and go around the 

church greeting people and passing the peace……….and I want 

those of you who voted to leave the EU to shake hands with 

those who voted to stay. 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR JULY 

 
 

Saturday 02  2 00 pm Scouts AGM and Barbecue 

Sunday 03        10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop  

    6 00 pm Evening Worship & Communion led by Rev Brian Bishop 

Wednesday 06         8 00 pm Worship on Wednesday in the Hall 

Thursday 07 2 30 pm Women’s Circle in the Shaftesbury Room 

   8 00 pm Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

Friday  08 8 00 pm Fellowship Group at Neva’s Home 

Saturday 09 7 00 pm  Fish & Chip Supper and Quiz in the Hall 

Sunday  10       10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

   6 00 pm Evening Worship led by Brian Bishop 

Tuesday  12 8 00 pm WAGs at the Manse 

Wednesday  13        8  00 pm Prayer Group in The Deacons’ Vestry    

Saturday  16       10 00 am St Luke’s Coffee Morning and Sale 

   6 00 pm Youth Fellowship in the Hall     

Sunday 17       10 45 am Morning Worship and Communion led by Rev Brian Bishop 

               6 00 pm  Evening Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

Tuesday 19 2 00 pm Man2Man visit to Wembley Stadium—meet at Church 

Wednesday  20        1 00 pm  Knitting & Sewing Lunch 

     Worship on Wednesday in the Hall 

Thursday 21 2 30 pm Women’s Circle in the Shaftesbury Room 

Saturday 23        6 00 pm Youth Fellowship in the Hall 

Sunday  24       10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

             12 30 pm Church Members’ Meeting 

                         NO EVENING SERVICE 

Tuesday 26 8 00 pm Man2Man Bible Study at the Manse 

Sunday 31       10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

   6 00 pm Evening Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

MAN 2 MAN 

 

2 events for  men  have been arranged for this month.   On Tuesday 19th 

July there will be a trip to view Wembley Stadium.  Men should meet at the 

church at 2pm and we will travel  there 

together.    On 20th July there will be a men’s bible study at 8pm at the 

Manse when we will be studying Moses.  
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 LBA Racial Justice Sunday Service: 
"Working to be at Ease with our Diversity" 

(John 13: 34-35) 
  
Date: Sunday 11th September 2016 
Time: 6.30pm 
Venue: All Nations Baptist Church, Clapham Park 
             Bonneville Christian Centre 
            12 Poynders Road, Clapham Park, SW4 8NY 
  

We warmly invite you to the Racial Justice Sunday Service 
“Working to be at Ease with our Diversity”. A key aspect of the 
LBA's vision statement is that we will work at becoming more at 
ease with our diversity. We will explore what has taken place 
within the life of our association over the past few years and the 
steps that we are taking and must continue to take to be a pro-
phetically inclusive community of God.  
  
The service will close with communion and a renewal of our 
commitment to live out our calling to be one people united in 
Christ, bearing witness to the Lord's amazing love. 
  
More details will follow in the coming weeks. 
 
 Please put the date in your diary,  We look forward to seeing 
you. 
  
With Best Wishes in Christ 
  
Phil, David & Kumar 
(Regional Team) 



16 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

Monday          5.00pm—6.15pm      Beavers 

                       6.30pm—8.00pm      Cub Scouts 

                       8.00pm—9.30pm      Scouts 

Tuesday        10.00am –11.30am    Under 1s 

                        1.30pm—3.00pm     South Harrow Toddlers 

Wednesday                     2.30pm     Knitting & Sewing Group 

(2nd Wednesday of each month) 

Thursday                         2.30pm     Women’s Circle 

(1st and 3rd weeks of the month) 

Friday              10.30am-11.45am    Coffee Morning 

Saturday                         6.00pm      Youth Fellowship 

Sunday                         10.45am      Junior Church 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

COMMUNION OFFERING 

   July       Premier Radio 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Copy for the August 2016 issue of ‘The Messenger should be  
given to Frank Phillips (41 Hillside Crescent, Harrow HA2 0QU 
Tel: 020 8422 9487) or preferably e-mail your item to  

                          frankphillips@talktalk.net  by 

July 10th at the latest please 

 

THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT, OMIT PARTS 

OR AMEND ITEMS SUBMITTED FOR INCLUSION IN 

THIS MAGAZINE 


