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SOUTH HARROW BAPTIST CHURCH 
270 Northolt Road 

South Harrow 
Middlesex. HA2 8EB 

 
Web site address:  www.southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 
E-mail address:  contact@southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 

 
THIS CHURCH is in membership with the Baptist Union 
of Great Britain, also with the London Baptist Association.   

 

THE SUNDAY SERVICES are at 10.45 a.m. and 6.00 p.m.  
Junior Church meets at 10.40 a.m. each Sunday, joining 
the church worship for the first part of the service.   

Holy Communion is incorporated into the first 
Sunday evening service and the third Sunday 
morning service of each month 

THE MINISTER IS:- Rev. Brian Bishop 
85 Park Lane  
South Harrow  
HA2 8NN  

Telephone: (020) 8141 6840 

E-mail:brianbishop686@gmail.com 
 

The Church is here to serve the community 
and the Minister will be glad to visit in cases 
of illness or other troubles, and will arrange 
for home communion services on request.   
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May is a month for new growth and new life as Spring brings us 
warm sunshine and blue skies, as the gardeners amongst you 
will appreciate.   As in nature our spiritual life needs growth to 
strengthen our faith ready to serve the church and kingdom.  
Our morning teaching focussing on Paul’s letter to the Chris-
tians in Rome reminds us of this need to mature in our faith. 

It is from being resourced in this way, that we can live for Jesus, 
but also to declare his message of the good news of new life in 
Jesus.  As Paul wrote later in his letter to the Roman Christians: 

How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? 
And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not 
heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to 
them?  And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it 
is written: ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good 
news!’   (Romans 10:14-16) 

Jesus taught his disciples and the crowds that growth is normal 
when entering the kingdom of God.  This is seen in the parables 
of Jesus, such as the sower or the weeds.  Jesus also taught in 
John 15 about being connected to him using a picture of the 
vine and branches bearing fruit to show that we are being 
healthy and productive in our life with Jesus.   This is our contin-
ual way of life that requires us to stay close to Jesus.  

 

Stay healthy and grow in the power of Christ. 

Rev Brian Bishop  
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  BMS Birthday Scheme 

MAY 

Caroline Millbank        1st 
Daniel Manoharan      2nd         Dot Baines         25th     
Brian Bishop               10th        Pam Clark          30th 
Lesley Harrison           20th       June Sage          31st 
Brenda Cripps             22nd              
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

CHAPLAINCY SUPPORT FOR HOSPITAL      
ADMISSIONS 

As many of our congregation have recently been 
inpatients in hospital it might be helpful to know that 
Hospital Chaplains and local clergy are to work more 
closely together following new guidelines for hospital 
visiting.  The aim is to provide the best religious and 
spiritual care to members of the community who are in 
hospital.  Should you be admitted to hospital you can 
contact the chaplaincy team yourself or give 
permission for someone to contact them on your 
behalf.  Hospital Chaplains can administer 
Communion and give advice and information about 
specific issues around ill-health to support patients.  
Hospital Chaplains can work alongside local clergy 
should that be requested. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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Services in May 
 

 
                  6th  10.45am Foundation of Faith  

Life struggles  

Romans 7:1-6 (Bible page 1133) 

    

   6.00pm Psalm 119:1-8  

   Communion  

 

13th  10.45am  Foundation of Faith 

Wrestling with sin  

Romans 7:7-25 (Bible pages 1133-1134) 

 

20th  10.45am  Pentecost 

Foundation of Faith  

Life in the Spirit 

Romans 8:1-17 (Bible pages 1134-35) 

Communion 

   

   6.00pm Celebration of discipline – Meditation  

 

27th  10.45am  Trinity Sunday  

Foundation of Faith  

Glory and power  

Romans 8:18-27 (Bible Page 1135) 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY IN GOD’S SERVICE 

 

In the last Issue, under ‘Messy Church’, was a quote by Dr. Dave 
Gregory, Vice-President of the BU (2017-18); ‘…science is fun, a gift 
from God that brings joy to life…’. I worked in electrical and  
electronics research. Here are some ways in which our ‘Appliance of 
Science’ and technology helps ‘SHBC’. 
WHICH PAINT? In 1993, following the splendid ‘DIY’ effort on the 
church interior, exposed tubular heaters (eg. on the Platform and  
under windows) looked scruffy. We might have needed an  
expensive heat-resistant finish, but our trials showed that low-cost 
domestic 1-coat gloss (‘chocolate brown’) would be perfectly  
adequate.  They still look reasonable. 
TURNING UP (AND DOWN) THE HEAT. In 1997, a domestic-type 
boiler was installed in the Store Room, to serve initially radiators in 
the washrooms and corridor. We devised and put in a system  
operating at 12 volts DC (hence safe, low-cost, inconspicuous  
wiring), whereby the boiler is conveniently ‘slave-controlled’ by the 2 
existing necessarily-advanced 7-day programmers (c. £260 ea.). 
Thus, it only operates when the Large Rooms and/or Hall gas  
heaters are  ‘ON’ (ie. the building is occupied). Total cost; c. £50. 
SOUNDING OUT. From the early 1990s, we had been improving 
the performance and flexibility of the church’s public address  
system, and re-routing and concealing unsightly cables. (In 1995, 
we designed and fitted an ‘Induction Loop’.) We knew that a PA  
system in the School Block would be useful, but a ‘professional’ one 
would be much too costly, so we built one ourselves, using  
second-hand loudspeakers, and electronics units which we  
constructed from redundant components. (The 2 loudspeakers in 
the Hall were made, to a BBC design, for the original 1973 church 
system.) The only significant brand-new part was the main amplifier 
module. Total cost; about £120. It’s all working fine after nearly 20 
years. 
LATEST LIGHTING. We are gradually upgrading exterior and  
interior lighting to LED (light-emitting diode) technology. Careful  
research is ensuring that we only have the most appropriate fittings 
for our premises, avoiding the rather ‘bland’ or ‘harsh’ uninviting  
appearance sometimes seen elsewhere. Being highly efficient, they 
will certainly make a worthwhile dent in our electricity bills! 
 
                                                         DAVID J. STEWARD (Organist) 
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NO MEN ! 

An elderly woman died last month.  Having never 
married, she decided to request that there be no male 
pallbearers.  In her handwritten instructions for her   
memorial service she wrote, ‘They never wanted to take 
me out while I was alive so I don’t want them to take me 
out while I’m dead. 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

WHAT’S IN A DENOMINATION...? 

Some delegates to an ecumenical church conference in      
Scotland  set off between sessions to explore the beautiful   
surrounding countryside.  Presently they came to a stream 
spanned by a rickety old bridge, and started to cross, ignoring 
the ‘Keep Off’ warning.  A local inhabitant ran after them in  
protest.  ‘Don’t worry’ they called ‘We won’t do any harm, We 
are the Anglicans from the Conference. 

‘I’m not caring about that’ was the reply, ‘If you dinna git off the 
bridge quick, ye’ll all be Baptists’ 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

People seldom get dizzy doing good turns 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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MAN TO MAN 
 

Man to Man is the Men’s group of this church. We aim to meet 
twice each month. One of those meetings is a devotional even-
ing, in which we look at a Bible passage that has some particular 
relevance to men. The other event is a visit to some place of in-
terest in the London area. All men connected with the church are 
welcome to join with us for any of these meetings. 
 
For our latest visit we chose to go to the Police Museum in the 
City of London. This is a small museum which traces the policing 
of the city over the last 150 years. Things have changed a lot 
over those years. Early equipment included an 18 inch truncheon 
which almost seemed like a work of art in itself, with a very elab-
orate series of carvings upon it. I wonder what early officers felt 
like with such a weapon stored down the inside of their trouser 
legs. There are displays around some of the significant crimes 
they have dealt with such as the“Houndsditch       murders.” For 
one of these they built a very elaborate model of the crime sce-
ne, to be used in the ensuing court case. We learnt that it was 
the City Police that first introduced an ambulance service in the 
City. (No London Ambulance Service in those days.) We saw the 
way that communications have developed over the years, includ-
ing the once familiar blue telephone posts, and the cutting edge 
technology of a mobile radio cum telephone, which appeared to 
be a heavy suitcase. Then there was the display of assorted 
weapons chosen by their     criminals, such as Table legs or 
carefully sharpened Hair combs. The highlight for some of our 
number seemed to be the chance to pretend to be one of the 
force themselves! (I think everyone came out a free man.) 
 
After visiting that museum we chose to go round the other side of 
the building and inspect the Roman Amphitheatre. The ground 
there is marked by a line of dark slate flagstones delineating the 
perimeter of the Amphitheatre arena, and hence enabling us to 
sense the scale of the original building. Then we went down to 
see some of the remains of the original structure. They are very 
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well presented and enable you to get the feel of the place in 
their heyday.  
 
The Roman Amphitheatre was a place for the entertainment 
of the citizens of Londinium (as our city was then called). It 
was a sort of mini Wembley Stadium with raked seating 
around a central oval   arena. One astonishing fact was that it 
was built to seat about 6,000 spectators, at a time when the 
entire population of the city was only between 20,000 and 
30,000.  The main “entertainment” was gladiatorial combat. 
One of the information panels shows an artist’s impression of 
two gladiators, one sitting on the other and gleefully holding a 
knife ready to plunge into the other. Some of the gladiators 
were appointed to that role because of some misconduct of 
theirs in the past; others were there because they were 
thrilled by the thought of being shown superior in combat. We 
are left to assume that the number of gladiators decreased at 
each performance. And there were we, approaching the are-
na through the East entrance - the one used by these very 
performers. What were we in for we wondered. Such were the 
spectacles enjoyed by the Romans in our city. Building in 
Londinium  commenced around the year 47 AD.       
 
It is thus salutary to note that activities such as those just de-
scribed, were taking place in Londinium at the same time as 
some of the events we read about in the New Testament. As 
Paul was going around some of the towns bordering the Med-
iterranean, so we have Romans getting their enjoyment in the 
manner just described, and doing so on the very ground on 
which we were standing. The last of the information panels 
told us that the games in the Amphitheatre were popular until 
the fourth century when their demise was due to the introduc-
tion of the new State Religion: Christianity. This was   under 
the Emperor Constantine. You may not be aware, but he was 
proclaimed Emperor whilst serving here in this country - at 
York. 
        TAL 



10 

                                           MAY 2018 
This month please pray for  

Tuesday          1   Caroline Millbank on her birthday today  
Wednesday   2   Daniel Manoharan on his birthday today 
Thursday        3  Today’s local elections taking place 
Friday             4  Tonight’s Deacons’ meeting 
Saturday         5  Hannah & Chris Stevens 
Sunday            6   People who work behind the scenes 
Monday          7  Our new councillors  
Tuesday          8  Llamara Imani  Powell 
Wednesday    9   The church to stop hoarding 
Thursday       10  Rev Brian Bishop on his birthday today 
Friday             11  Michele Davis 
Saturday        12  People attending Messy Church 
Sunday           13  Amanda & Kris Sumar & family 
Monday          14  Maria Graham our outreach organiser 
Tuesday          15  Christine Cooper 
Wednesday    16  Health to be put before money 
Thursday         17  Tony Laycock 
Friday              18   Vincent Gordon 
Saturday         19  David Steward 
Sunday            20  Lesley Harrison on her birthday today 
Monday          21  The future not the past 
Tuesday          22  Brenda Cripps on her birthday today 
Wednesday    23  Our own families 
Thursday         24  Jean Leacock 
Friday               25  Dot Baines on her birthday today 
Saturday          26  People not possessions 
Sunday             27  Alicia Davis 
Monday           28  Iris Powell 
Tuesday           29   Actions not words 
Wednesday    30  Pam Clark on her birthday today 
Thursday        31  June Sage on her birthday today 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR MAY 
 

Wednesday 02    8 00 pm Worship on Wednesday 
Thursday 03    7 00 am ELECTION DAY 
Friday  04    8 00 pm Deacons’ Meeting in the Shaftesbury Room 
Sunday 06  10 45 am Morning Worship  led by Rev Brian Bishop 
      6 00 pm  Evening Worship & Communion 
Monday 07  10 00 am Fellowship Group at  Neva’s home 
Tuesday 08    8 00 pm Man2Man at the Manse 
Wednesday 09   10 00 am Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 
        2 30 pm Knitting & Sewing 
Thursday 10     8 00 pm  Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 
Saturday 12     2 00 pm Messy Church 
Sunday 13   10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 
                    NO EVENING WORSHIP 
Wednesday 16    8 00 pm Worship on Wednesday in the Hall 
Sunday  20  10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 
      6 00 pm Evening Worship 
Monday 21  10 00 am Fellowship Group at Neva’s home 
Wednesday 23  10 00 pm Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 
Thursday 24    2 30 pm Women’s Circle 
      8 00 pm Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 
Friday  25    1 00 pm Man2Man going to Hendon RAF Museum 
Sunday 27  10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 
     NO EVENING WORSHIP   

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

PRAYER OF A HARD PRESSED WOMAN 
(included by Bernice) 

 
Dear Lord, 
 
I pray for Wisdom to understand my man; 
Love to forgive him; 
And Patience to cope with his ‘Senior Moments’ 
Because Lord if I pray for Strength, 
I’ll probably beat him to death. 
 
AMEN. 
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

 

Monday          5.00pm—6.15pm      Beavers 

                       6.30pm—8.00pm      Cub Scouts 

                       8.00pm—9.30pm      Scouts 

Tuesday        10.00am –11.30am    Under 1s 

                        1.30pm—3.00pm     South Harrow Toddlers 

Wednesday                     2.30pm     Knitting & Sewing Group 

(2nd Wednesday of each month) 

Thursday                         2.30pm     Women’s Circle 

(1st and 3rd weeks of the month) 

Friday              10.30am-11.45am    Coffee Morning 

Sunday                         10.45am      Junior Church 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

COMMUNION OFFERING 

May        Food Bank 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Copy for the June 2018 issue of ‘The Messenger’ should be  
given to Frank Phillips (41 Hillside Crescent, Harrow HA2 0QU 
Tel: 020 8422 9487) or preferably e-mail your item to  
                          frankphillips@talktalk.net  by 

May 13th at the latest please 
 

THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT, OMIT PARTS 
OR AMEND ITEMS SUBMITTED FOR INCLUSION IN 

THIS MAGAZINE 


