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SOUTH HARROW BAPTIST CHURCH 
270 Northolt Road 

South Harrow 
Middlesex. HA2 8EB 

 
Web site address:  www.southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 
E-mail address:  contact@southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 

 
THIS CHURCH is in membership with the Baptist Union 

of Great Britain, also with the London Baptist Association.   

 

THE SUNDAY SERVICES are at 10.45 a.m. and 6.00 p.m.  

Junior Church meets at 10.40 a.m. each Sunday, joining 
the church worship for the first part of the service.   

Holy Communion is incorporated into the first 
Sunday evening service and the third Sunday 
morning service of each month 

THE MINISTER IS:- Rev. Brian Bishop 
85 Park Lane  
South Harrow  
HA2 8NN  

Telephone: (020) 8141 6840 

E-mail:brianbishop686@gmail.com 
 

The Church is here to serve the community 
and the Minister will be glad to visit in cases 
of illness or other troubles, and will arrange 
for home communion services on request.   
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 Remember, remember the 5
th
 of November, Yes, it’s  

November.  This month we are called to remember, that is to 
bring to mind events from the past.   We remember Guy Fawkes 
Night of ‘Gunpowder, treason and plot’ it is about a cause that 
was both political and religious. Fawkes was a man who fought 
for a cause and followed his belief.   
 

On the 11th we have Remembrance Sunday when on the 11
th
 

hour of the 11
th
 day of the 11th month we commemorate the 

100 years since the end of World War 1.  From this act of re-
membrance, we seek to know peace in our lives, communities, 
Nations and the earth.   This is why we remember the sacrifice 
of those who gave their lives in two World Wars and conflicts 
since then.  

 

As Christians we are called to serve, to offer up our lives to  
service and sacrifice for Christ, who gave Himself for us.  We 
follow his example and seek to bring in the Kingdom of Heaven 
supremely, this is seen on the 18

th
 when we share in  

communion with the broken bread and wine representing the 
sacrifice of Jesus for each of us.   This act of remembrance 
makes us aware of the peace we have through Jesus and the 
spiritual victory he has obtained for us, as the red poppy  
reminds us of sacrifice and life loss.  Through the red blood of  
Jesus, He has brought us peace with God and with each other.  
 

May we continue to have this peace in our lives through the  
fullness of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Revd Brian Bishop 
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SCAFFOLDING DOWN;  A DRY TOWER! 

 

For decades, we have needed buckets in the Tower, because leaks in the  
original 1935 roof covering could never be sealed satisfactorily, and the 
‘fall’ on the parapet gutter was incorrect. Recently, the covering was re-
moved (revealing that the timber was in reasonable condition) and re-
newed. Brickwork and copings were ‘re-pointed’, and the flagstaff painted. 
(The latter was last done in the 1980s by 2 church members with a step 
ladder; not allowable today!) As required by Regulations, the lightning con-
ductor was professionally certified a couple of years ago. (It’s more a light-
ning ‘discourager’, allowing electrical charge to leak away, rather than 
building up dangerously. If a ‘strike’ does occur, the enormous current is 
safely conducted to ‘earth’, rather than travelling via the bricks, where 
moisture would instantly vaporize and blast them to pieces.) When I emp-
tied the plastic paint tubs for the very last time, they made ominous splitting 
noises. They are the weakest buckets - goodbye! 

 

The Tower is 40ft. (12.2m) high. The well-lit interior has 2 floors. Numerous 
electrical conduits pass through, gleaming with protective metallic paint. On 
2 of the 3 side windows are glass neon-sign crosses, which operate at sev-
eral thousand volts from a transformer. They were original features, manu-
ally switched, and were largely neglected by the early 1970s. Around that 
time, my aunt and uncle (who attended their local Parish Church) bought 
and ran a 1950s-built ‘General Stores’ in Bricket Wood, Herts.. On a shelf 
was a timeswitch for (we presumed) the shop window lighting. It had clearly 
never been connected, and wasn’t wanted. It is a relatively expensive ‘solar
-dial’ type, which varies its ‘on’ time to compensate for changing day-
length. We eventually had a broken neon tube replaced, and I wired-in and 
set the timeswitch to power the crosses daily from just before dusk to late 
evening. Over 40 years on (and off!), it’s still working fine. (The 5 small low-
level floodlights on the church, and the 3 1990s Drive lights, all LEDs, are 
controlled by photocells, to operate dusk-to-dawn.) 

 

I recently visited St. Alban’s C of E church, North Harrow, which was erect-
ed in 1936. The Tower is 83ft. (25.3m) high, and, unlike ours, has a user-
friendly internal staircase with 5 floors, and a sensibly-high parapet wall 
around the roof. There is a splendid view!  

 

                                              DAVID J. STEWARD (Organist & Technician) 
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During November please pray for : 

The Sunday services, that as a church we would respond to the 
movement of God’s Spirit. 

Brian and Anne Bishop 

Christopher, Jean Leacock’s son 

James Chamberlain following a motor cycle accident 

Praise God for the growth in discipleship in the church and  

continued spiritual growth in the church. 

Ian Shere who administers our web-site 

Mrs Malhotra and the Rooks Heath Nursery 

The members of the church who are unable to worship with us 
each Sunday due to infirmity or frailty. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Sing Along for Christmas 
 

If you would like to join WOW in preparing for Christmas, you 

would be very welcome!  The dates for our get-togethers are be-

low, so either just come along or have a word with Anne to find 

out more.  We meet 8-9 pm, usually in the church hall, and warm 

up with some familiar hymns/songs before learning new ones; 

we also reflect on a passage or theme of Scripture and pray. 

 

Wednesday 31
st
 October 

Wednesday 14
th
 November 

Wednesday 28
th
 November 

Wednesday 5
th
 December 

Wednesday 12
th
 December 

Wednesday 19
th
 December 

 

And the main Carol Services will be on Sunday 23
rd

 December, 

just right to get you in the Christmas mood! 
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St Luke's Walk 2018 

 
 
Hi  Everyone 
 
Let me first start with an apology.  Since so many of you so 
kindly sponsored me back in May, I  have been avidly waiting 
for the hospice to reveal what the final grand total that was 
raised for this year's Annual Walk South Downs Way.   As I  
understand, the overall figure was around £41,000 [gift aid  
included].  This is a very worthwhile amount, despite being  
lower than previous years.  The reason for this is simple; quite 
a few  regular walkers decided to "hang up their boots" back in 
2016 when Lesley Dodd, the walk organiser retired.  
The number of walkers taking part over the past few years has 
thereby fallen from around 80 to just 45,so it goes without say-
ing, that the total sponsorship these days is lower than in the 
past.                                                                                              
 
Nevertheless, let's put everything into context; £41,000 is still 
an admirable sum raised from a "one off" event .     SHBC 
sponsored me personally to the sum of around £470.      By 
asking other family members and friends, I managed to submit 
£650 altogether. If you were to look back over the past 23 years 
in which the Annual Walk has taken place,  SHBC has  
contributed around £7000-£8000!.  I would like to stress again 
that every penny raised via your sponsorship goes to the     
hospice, the travel costs/food and accommodation etc., for the 
5 days we walk each year, is paid by the walkers themselves.   
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      St. Luke's Hospice continues to put on a host of fund raising 
events throughout the year [sales/quiz nights/marathons/
parachute jumps etc.].  All these events are critical, as the      
hospice has to raise £2 million each year from its own efforts [it 
only receives around £1 million from  NHS funding]  

So, there you go.  Once again, I must continue to thank you all 
for your kind contributions, which are of such value.  At the   
present time, the Walk Committee is in the process of            
discussing next year's event.  It looks as though it might be 
along the Yorkshire Dales Way, around 70 miles or so. I will 
continue to take part each year for as long as my legs and     
enthusiasm allow and will, of course, be forever grateful if I 
could beg some more sponsorship come May 2019. You have 
my  gratitude. 

Love and best wishes, 

   Martin.                                    

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Remembrance Day Service 

This year Remembrance Sunday falls on the 11 November, 
the exact date of Armistice Day in 1918, the day when World 
War 1 finally ended.  This year, as we commemorate the 
Centenary of that great day,  we would like to welcome  
members of the community to come and join in our Service of 
Remembrance at SHBC.  Please invite family members and 
friends to come to the service at 10 45 am in order to  
remember the end of the Great War and to give thanks to 
God for those who fought in it. 
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ORGAN NOTES; PIPES, KEYBOARDS AND A RADIO INTERVIEW. 

 

It was good to see more than 50 people at ‘AUTUMN IMPROVISATIONS’ 
on 3

rd
 October. ‘Thankyou’ to Keith Bance for tuning the organ a few days 

before, and to members of ‘Worship on Wednesday’ (‘WOW’) for the 
much-appreciated refreshments afterwards. Some £250 was raised in 
donations for ‘Harrow Mencap’. On display was one of Compton’s relay 
cases and test boards, made redundant by the new (2007) ‘solid-state’ 
action, and my Article from the April 2013 ‘The Messenger’ giving an  
insight into the life and work of John Compton; the likeable ‘inventive  
genius’ who purpose-built the organ in 1949. 
 

In 2009 I came up with ‘The “St. Hilda’s” Suite’; 5 improvised ‘movements’ 
inspired by aspects of our site’s colourful history. Our church has never 
been called ‘St. Hilda’s’, but the Hall (recently refurbished, hence the 
 reprise) is still sometimes referred to as ‘St. Hilda’s Hall’. The light-
hearted ‘Suite’ demonstrates the range of tones and expression of which 
our ‘Compton’ (with c. 500 pipes) is capable, from very soft to cathedral-
evoking ‘Full Organ’. 
 

The first movement, ‘Electronic keyboard tune and minuet’, suggests 
‘Lesson 1’ on a keyboard. When we were in the Sunday School, they 
could never keep ‘Richard’ Wakeman (‘King of the Keyboards’) and me 
away from the Hall piano. About 20 years ago, he gave 2 splendid  
concerts in our church, on his trademark multi-keyboard rigs. He was 
 interviewed recently on BBC Radio 2. He plays the piano every day,  
often for several hours. He introduced his new album, ‘Piano Odyssey’, 
which features an orchestra and choir alongside his piano part; ‘The  
twiddly bits’. All of the arrangements and orchestrations are his. The 
‘taster’ track which listeners heard was Simon & Garfunkel’s ‘The Boxer’. 
Rick had selected it for the album because it is more complex than a 
 typical ‘verse-chorus-verse….’ number. We wish him well with the album 
and his forthcoming tour; long may he continue to delight audiences of all 
ages. 
 

Next April will mark 70 years since our organ - ‘Job No. A123’ - was  
dedicated. I hope that we may have a celebration, featuring not only the 
organ but also singers and instrumentalists from our church and others. It 
will take much planning. As Rick said, ‘There’s no such thing as boredom 
with music!’ 
 

                                                                DAVID J. STEWARD (Organist) 
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Services in November 
 

4
th
 10.45am  Being a healthy Church 

has courage in difficult times  

2 Thessalonians 1 -12  

(Bible page 1189)  

6.00pm Philippians 1:12-26 

Communion 

11
th
 10.45am  Remembrance Sunday  

family service  

18
th
 10.45am  Being a healthy Church 

Deals with difficult teaching  

2 Thessalonians 2:1-17  

(Bible pages 1189-90) 

Communion 

 6.00pm Celebration of discipline 

25
th
 10.45am  Being a healthy Church 

Is powerful in prayer  

3 Thessalonians 3:1-18  

(Bible page 1190) 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

BMS Birthday Scheme in November 

Neva Gordon               3rd            Beshaun Benjamin    9th 

James Manoharan       4th            Betty Murdock          27th 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER 

 

 
Thursday 01    2 30 pm Women’s Circle 

Friday  02    7 30 pm Deacons’ Meeting 

Sunday 04   10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

      6 00 pm Evening Worship & Communion led by Rev 

     Brian Bishop 

Monday 05    10 00 am Fellowship Group at Neva’s home 

Tuesday      06          8 00 pm   Man 2 Man at the Manse 

Thursday 08     8 00 pm  Fellowship Group  

Saturday 10     2 00 pm Messy Church 

Sunday 11   10 45 am Remembrance Service and Church Parade       

     led by Rev Brian Bishop 

     No Evening Service  

Wednesday 14   10 00 am  Fellowship Group   

       2 30 pm Knitting & Sewing 

      7 30 pm Deacons’ Meeting 

                                  8 00 pm    Worship on Wednesday 

Thursday 15    2 30 pm Women’s Circle 

Saturday     17        10 00 am   Harrow Heritage Museum, Meet at SHBC 

Sunday  18   10 45 am Morning Worship & Communion led by  

     Rev Brian Bishop 

      6 00 pm Evening Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

Monday  19   10 00 am Fellowship Group at Neva’s home 

Thursday 22    8 00 pm Fellowship Group  

Saturday 24   10 00 am Christmas Fair 

Sunday 25   10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

     12 45 pm Church Members’ Meeting 

     NO EVENING SERVICE 

Wednesday 28 10 00 am Fellowship Group 

                                8.00 pm      Worship on Wednesday 

  

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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No more leaks! 
 

It may be out of sight but the church tower roof certainly hasn’t been 

out of mind over recent years.  David and Tony have done a sterling 

job of patching up various leaks on the roof but things had got to the 

point where the whole thing needed to be stripped back and redone 

(see photo below). 

 

 
Once opened up, the struts and supports had to be checked and a 

completely new covering put on, with deep gulleys to drain the water 

off.  The pointing around the top of the tower was also redone. 

Thanks in no small part to All Churches Trust and Harrow Heritage 

Trust, both of whom gave the church a grant towards the work, we 

have finally been able to get the work done – so hopefully there will be 

no more leaks this winter……..Wow, what a difference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wow, what a difference! 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~    
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

 

Monday          5.00pm—6.15pm      Beavers 

                       6.30pm—8.00pm      Cub Scouts 

                       8.00pm—9.30pm      Scouts 

Tuesday        10.00am –11.30am    Under 1s 

                        1.30pm—3.00pm     South Harrow Toddlers 

Wednesday                     2.30pm     Knitting & Sewing Group 

(2nd Wednesday of each month) 

Thursday                         2.30pm     Women’s Circle 

(1st and 3rd weeks of the month) 

Friday              10.30am-11.45am    Coffee Morning 

Sunday                         10.45am      Junior Church 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

COMMUNION OFFERING 

November      London City Mission 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Copy for the December 2018 issue of ‘The Messenger’ should 
be given to Frank Phillips (41 Hillside Crescent, Harrow  HA2 0QU                    

Tel: 020 8422 9487) or preferably e-mail your item to  

                          frankphillips@talktalk.net  by 
11th November at the latest please 

 

THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT, OMIT PARTS 

OR AMEND ITEMS SUBMITTED FOR INCLUSION IN 

THIS MAGAZINE 


